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ВАРИАНТ 1

 Говорящий A B C D E F

Утверждение 4 6 1 2 3 5

1

Tapescript:

Speaker A

Describing yourself as “a social media addict” and recognising that you are totally hooked 
by being online all the time don’t usually inspire other people and we often deny the fact 
that we are addicted. We are experiencing what is called FOMO – a fear of missing out 
and not being able to catch up on all the news. Psychologists claim that in some cases 
people’s love for spending time on social media is more than just passion and can be 
described as a disease which requires some medical help. Imagine if, one day, it’s not a 
joke at all – but a real disease?

Speaker B

If you are like most people, you already use at least one social media platform, but you 
may still have some inquiries about the Internet and social networking in particular. Is 
social media helping or hindering your life? What social media are really worth using? 
Is it safe or can anyone access your data? Does it really increase productivity and build 
brand awareness or is it simply a place to waste a considerable amount of time?

Speaker C

No matter if you are searching for a former college roommate, your first grade teacher, 
or an international friend, there is no easier or faster way to make a connection than 
social media. The most popular websites nowadays are Facebook, Instagram, Vkontakte 
and Twitter. With each of these sites, individuals can make new friends, build business 
connections or simply extend their personal base by connecting and interacting with 
friends of friends.

Speaker D

Many social networking sites provide messaging feature, which lets people exchange 
information in real time via a chat. It is used for entertaining, sharing information, 
keeping in touch with people. However, recently messengers had acquired some practical 
academic application. This is a great feature for teachers to use to facilitate classroom 
discussions because it lets them keep great amount of information on the web. This can 
be a great time saver for students as well since they no longer need to visit a library to 
conduct research and it can be a great way to engage distracted learners.

Speaker E

Whether you like it or not, the information you post on the Internet is available
to almost anyone who is clever enough to access it. Most thieves need just a few
vital pieces of personal information to make your life a nightmare. If they successfully 
steal your identity, it could cost you a fortune. Some reports say that current gene-
rations of teenagers are more likely to be online victims than anyone else. This is
linked to the group’s comfort with sharing everything online including personal 
information.

Ключи
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Speaker F

Nowadays social media are the most popular use of the Internet, surpassing email and 

smartphones and other mobile devices seem to be the driving force behind this trend. 

According to the statistics, 28 percent of the time spent online is on social networks. 
With this type of numbers, some of the time spent on social media occurs at work. 
People say, “It helps to kill time when there is no task to do”. The precious commodity, 
which is time, runs out very quickly in such a way. Online reports state that more than 
85 percent of responders admitted to spend time on social media while at work.

Утверждение A B C D E F G

Соответствие диалогу 1 2 1 3 3 2 2

2

Tapescript:

Jane: Right, so shall we discuss what we have to do for this project then? The aim is 
to investigate some aspect of the university facilities. We have to write an essay and 
do a presentation.
Paul: Is it an essay? I thought it was a report.
Jane: Let me check. Yes, you’re right, Paul, it is. How long does it have to be, by the 
way?
Paul: It has to be between 1000 and 1500 words, and we have to do that on our own, 
but we do the presentation and investigation in pairs.
Jane: So, have you got any ideas about what we can investigate?
Paul: I know one of the other groups is looking at the university library and whether 
it’s adequate for student needs.
Jane: Does it matter if we do the same thing as another group?
Paul: It’s not forbidden. But I was wondering about investigating transport.
Jane: We could look at whether people think the bus service is regular enough, and we 
could also look at car parking facilities.
Paul: We could look at the cycling facilities too. There’s never enough space for all the 
bikes in the bike sheds. I’m sure the university could afford to build more.
Jane: It certainly could, what with all the fees we pay. Back to where we were, how we 
should go about the investigation then?
Paul: Well, we could make some questionnaires. You can ask the people who travel on 
buses, and I can ask cyclists and car drivers.
Jane: Shouldn’t we write the questions together, rather than individually?
Paul: Yes, that’s what I meant, we can write the questionnaires together, but each of us 
can be responsible for carrying out the interviews individually. Does that sound okay?
Jane: Yeah, sure. And we should take some photos while we’re doing the questionnaires. 
They’ll be useful for the presentation.
Paul: They sure will! Let’s do that!

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

1 1 3 2 2 1 1

3–9

Tapescript:

Presenter: Hello, I’m Jess Randall. Welcome to our show. And in the studio today is 
Harry Leo who is a historian and an inventor. Today we’re going to discuss the invention 
and the history of the bicycle.
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Speaker: Hi, Jess. I’m happy to be here and to share with our listeners my passion for 

inventions.

Presenter: Let’s talk about them then. Did the first bicycle appear as we know it today?
Speaker: Well, not exactly. We don’t know with certainty who invented the bicycle, 
or where it was invented, or when. We do know, however, that the modern bicycle 
had several precursors from different parts of Europe, and that many of its individual 
components were developed separately at different periods of time.
Presenter: I heard that Leonardo da Vinci was claimed to be the father of the bicycle.
Speaker: Some historians claim he was. The same holds true of the modern helicopter. 
Da Vinci had sketched the prototype of the helicopter one hundred years before it was 
“officially invented”. Ironically, in 1490, da Vinci sketched a remarkable facsimile of the 
modern bicycle, but sadly his idea was never implemented and he didn’t get the right 
to be recognised as its creator. About three hundred years later a French inventor built 
something similar to our modern bike.
Presenter: What did it look like? How did it operate?
Speaker: The prototype of the bicycle was called “the running machine”. This contraption 
was made of wood, and it had two wheels connected by a beam, but no pedals or a 
steering mechanism. Riders propelled the machine by straddling the beam and pushing 
with their feet along the ground, like a scooter. You can imagine what steering and 
stopping were like.
Presenter: I do! And I am excited to know what happened after that.
Speaker: Well, in 1817, a German named Karl von Drais improved the running machine 
by adding a front wheel that could be easily steered. He called his device a “draisienne”, 
but because that word was hard to articulate, it became popularly known as a “hobby 
horse”, which was the name of a children’s toy at the time. Hobby horses were a popular 
fad for a while.
Presenter: As I know, the names of a Scott Kirkpatrick Macmillan and a Frenchman 
Pierre Michaux still compete to be called the official inventor of the bike. Is it true?
Speaker: Oh, yes, it is. Many credit Kirkpatrick Macmillan with the invention of the first 
modern bicycle in 1839. Macmillan, a Scottish blacksmith, made a machine that people 
said could reach high speeds. The French, however, call Pierre Michaux the “father of 
the bicycle”, because Michaux added pedals and cranks in the mid-1860s. He called their 
innovation a “velocipede”, which means “fast foot”, and it sparked a bicycle craze in both 
Europe and the US.
Presenter: Were the bicycles of the 19th century safe?
Speaker: That is an interesting question. Next, in 1870, a British engineer named James 
Starley developed a more efficient, all-metal machine. It had a large front wheel and a 
small back wheel and solid rubber tyres, the invention of Brit R. W. Thompson. These 
tyres provided a smoother ride, but the bike had a serious fault and was somewhat 
dangerous for people who rode it. The rider’s seat was placed directly atop the 
huge front wheel, so when riders fell, they risked serious injury. So people were a bit 
afraid … However, in 1890s they became very popular again …
Presenter: What was the reason for that?
Speaker: The later bikes became much more steady and stable because the wheels became 
smaller. However, riders still complained of vibration and road shock caused by the 
smaller wheels. So inventors got to work again. They developed springs in the frame to 
help absorb road shocks, and as roads became better and the machine was redesigned, the 
1890s saw a worldwide bicycle craze. Who knows what the future holds? Maybe bikes 
will be able to fly.
Presenter: Thank you for such an interesting talk.
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Текст: A B C D E F G

Заголовок: 4 3 1 7 6 8 5

10

Пропуск: A B C D E F

Утверждение: 3 4 2 7 1 5

11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

1 3 2 2 4 3 4

12–18

19–25

19. became 20. travelled 21. was welcomed 22. more and more 23. taking on 24. chores 
25. your 

26–31

26. exciting 27. experienced 28. instructor 29. reassured 30. beginning 31. amazing

32 33 34 35 36 37 38

1 4 1 4 2 1 3

32–38

39

Suggested answer:

Tver,
Russia,

24.02.18
Dear Jane,
Thank you for your letter. Sorry that I haven’t written for a long time.
I’ll try to help you as much as possible with your questions. First of all, to be honest, 
I don’t pay much attention to what I eat. Therefore, I don’t think I’m leading a healthy 
lifestyle.
To my mind, the realization of the fact about what is healthy and what is not can make 
you come to a right way of behaviour in your life and make you mentally strong.
In my opinion, a healthy lifestyle is a responsible decision in everyone’s life. However, 
as a teenager I can’t often stick to it.
By the way, who are you going on your summer holidays with? How long are you planning 
to stay there? What other places are you going to see on these holidays?
I’m looking forward to hearing from you.
Love,
Andrew

40

Suggested answer:

These days there is a popular opinion that teenagers would rather communicate online 
than personally. However, some people doubt it saying that for youngsters there is 
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nothing as good as talking to a person eye to eye. Personally, I agree with the former 
point of view.
To start with, I think that in today’s fast-moving world the Internet has taken over every 
aspect of our lives, from studying to relaxing, because it is exceptionally convenient 
and time-saving. Thus, young people find it easier and faster to talk through many 
networking sites available.
Moreover, as our school curriculum is getting more complicated every year, teenagers 

have less and less time to spend relaxing at home, let alone hanging out with friends. 

That is why sometimes it is simply impossible for young people to communicate with each 

other in person. Therefore, the Internet is at their service when it comes to chatting.

However, some people claim that every now and then teenagers long for eye-to-eye 

communication, because only this way they can see each other’s emotions, which are 

undoubtedly of great importance, especially regarding the issues of teenage friendships.

Nevertheless, I cannot subscribe to this point of view. Today’s social networks have a 

variety of smileys available to make conversations in a livelier way. What is more, if 

youngsters want, they can use Skype or Facetime to see each other or just record audio 

messages.

To put everything in a nutshell, I firmly believe that these days teenagers prefer 

communicating online for many reasons. The technology is advancing rapidly, and young 

people are trying to keep up with the times.

Устная часть

2
 

Suggested answer:

1) Where’s the centre situated/located?
2) What are the opening hours?
3) Is there a swimming pool here?
4) What is the price for three months?
5) Are there any discounts for students?

ВАРИАНТ 2

Говорящий A B C D E F

Утверждение 6 7 4 1 2 3

1

Tapescript:

Speaker A

George Lucas chose the actors for Star Wars very carefully. Lucas had decided to go 
with a group of unknowns, against the advice of his friend Francis Ford Coppola, who 
had picked famous stage and screen actors for The Godfather. Hundreds of actors and 
actresses tried out for the three main roles: Luke Skywalker, Princess Leia and Han 
Solo. Many famous actors like Jodie Foster tried out for the parts, but Lucas eventually 
chose 25-year-old Mark Hamill, who had only worked on television, as Luke Skywalker 
and 19-year-old Carrie Fisher as Princess Leia. Initially, Harrison Ford was not eligible 
for the role of Han Solo because he had worked with Lucas on American Graffiti but 
eventually Lucas gave him the part for helping other actors and actresses with their 
lines.
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Speaker B

The line “A long time ago in a galaxy far, far away …”, which appears at the beginning 
of every Star Wars film, is the only way the Star Wars galaxy is related to the real 
world. It is referring to the classic fairy tale line “Once upon a time …” and its 
variations. The saga shows an “ancient” galactic civilization thousands of years old. 
Although the setting is totally unrelated to Earth, the Milky Way Galaxy or reality, 
the Star Wars galaxy prominently features humans that look like those from Earth. 
Star Wars also mixes science with supernatural elements that strongly relate to epic 
stories and fairy tales, for example, magic, knights, witches, princes, and extraordinary 
alien races. While the Star Wars history spans many thousands of years, the films only 
show two generations.

Speaker C

As one of the foremost examples of the space opera and science fiction, Star Wars has 
become part of mainstream popular culture, as well as being one of the most commercially 
successful series of all time. Star Wars is a science-fiction franchise including movies, 
books, comics, video games, toys, and animated shows which are admired by millions of 
people around the world. It is in fact a fictional story created by George Lucas, which 
has grown into a whole universe. The Star Wars story has been presented in a series 
of American films, a large quantity of books and other media, which have formed the 
Expanded Universe.

Speaker D

Star Wars was not George Lucas’s first work and actually it was not the famous saga 
that made him popular. Although he had made a name for himself for his previous work, 
it was not until the release of American Graffiti in August of 1973 that he reached 
stardom. The film got over $115 million at the box office and was dollar-for-dollar the 
most profitable film in the history of Hollywood at the time. Lucas was now a millionaire 
who was known as one of the most popular young directors in the world, although he 
hadn’t even filmed Star Wars yet.

Speaker E

Many different influences have been suggested for the Star Wars films by fans, critics, 
and George Lucas himself. Lucas acknowledges that the plot and characters in the 1958 
Japanese film The Hidden Fortress, directed by Akira Kurosawa, was a major inspiration. 
Lucas has said that the movie influenced him to tell the story of Star Wars from the 
viewpoint of the humble droids, rather than a major player. It also played a role in the 
conception of Darth Vader, whose famous black helmet is similar to a samurai helmet. 
George Lucas has often said that his original idea for the project that evolved into Star 

Wars was to remake the Flash Gordon series from the 1930s.

Speaker F

When Star Wars was successful and actually became the biggest hit ever made at that 
time, Lucas decided to use the film as a springboard for a series. Alan Dean Foster 
had already begun writing the sequel as a novel, but Lucas decided not to use that for 
filming and create more elaborate film sequels; the book was released the next year. At 
first Lucas envisioned an unlimited number of sequels, much like the James Bond series, 
and in an interview with Rolling Stone in August of 1977 said that he wanted his friends 
to take a try directing them and giving unique interpretations on the series.

Утверждение A B C D E F G

Соответствие диалогу 1 1 3 1 2 3 2

2



7

Tapescript:

Professor: Good morning, July. You are in my American History class, right? The one 
who won the History Quiz last Wednesday?
July: Yes, sir, I did. It takes me a while to prepare for this monthly event.
Professor: Anyway, how can I help you today?
July: It’s about my term paper. I, uh, I know it’s due next Monday, but, um, I don’t 
think I can finish it by then. I was hoping ... Could I please turn it in by the end of 
next week instead? I have a really good excuse.
Professor: Oh, I’m sure you do! I’ve been teaching for 33 years. Do you know how many 
excuses I’ve heard? “My dog ate my paper.” “I was in love and I forgot about everything!”
July: I didn’t forget, sir, I’ve been working on the paper, really! Here, I brought my 
outline and the rough draft! It’s just that ... a lot has been going on and I have trouble 
managing things ...
Professor: I see. I assigned this paper 2 weeks ago and I’ve been reminding students 
about it every class. What’s your story then?
July: First, my friend was really sick and I looked after him, then this History Quiz, 
then a final test in Biology I needed to study for ... I guess, I didn’t plan my time 
correctly ...
Professor: If I had a dollar every time I’ve heard a student say that ... Ok, you did really 
well at History Quiz, so, I guess, I could do something for you here. I expect your work 
on my desk at 9:00 next Friday. Organise your time well next time!
July: Will do, Professor! Thank you so much!

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

2 1 2 2 3 1 3

3–9

Tapescript:

Presenter: Hello, I am Mike Smith. Welcome to our show The Mysteries of Nature. And 
in the studio today is Vera Jones – the director of the Amber Museum. Today we’re 
going to look into amber – the “gold of the sea”, as it is called by many.
Speaker: Hi, Mike. I’m happy to be here and to unveil some mysteries about the “sun 
stone”, which is one more name for this treasure of nature.
Presenter: Let’s talk about it. Many people ask numerous questions about amber. What 
is it?
Speaker: It seems unbelievable, but scientists actually argued a lot about it! Some 
thought it was some kind of a mineral or ancient honey that hardened with time. In 
the 19th century scientists finally found out that amber is actually fossilized tree resin. 
But though now scientists knew what amber was, they still had no idea what kind of 
trees produced that resin. It was clear though that not all kinds of trees could produce 
resin that could turn into amber. In fact, most resins are chemically unstable, so they 
simply decay with time. So, at first scientists thought that only one kind of ancient pine 
produced amber, but later they found out that there was a whole variety of ancient pines 
that could do it.
Presenter: But how was amber actually formed?
Speaker: Amber is made from fossilized tree resin. It gets secreted by a tree in response 
to injury as a way of preventing the tree being damaged. Resin is also secreted by trees 
as a result of rapid changes in climate or temperature. As the resin oozes down the tree, 
it picks up bits of plant and animal matter, which, if the conditions are right, will be 
trapped when the resin is fossilized. Eventually, after a little time passes (a few million 
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years or so), you could find a piece of amber washed ashore that, after being crafted and 
polished, is ready to be set into a piece of amber jewellery.
Presenter: Amber is the stone surrounded by many legends. Do you have your favourite 
one?
Speaker: Oh, yes I do! Kastytis, a young fisherman, would cast his nets to catch fish 
from goddess Jurate’s kingdom. The goddess and her mermaids saw how handsome and 
courageous the fisherman was and they were charmed by him. Jurate fell in love with 
Kastytis. The god was angered to find an immortal in love with a mortal. In anger, he 
sent a bolt of lightning to destroy the goddess’s palace and kill her mortal lover. Since 
that time she has been weeping tears of amber for her lost love. When the storms stir 
the sea, these fragments are driven onto the shores of the Baltic. They are said to be as 
clear and true as her tragic love.
Presenter: This makes it a precious stone. The price of amber, in general, is affordable. 
However, some kinds of amber are truly costly. What is the reason for that?
Speaker: You would probably think that things have changed since ancient times and 
amber has become much cheaper. Well, not exactly. Do you know that even now certain 
pieces of amber, irrespective of how large they are, can cost around 1,000 USD? And if 
there are inclusions in a piece of amber, its price can go up to 100,000 dollars. The thing 
is that since amber is an ancient organic material, its inclusions are extremely valuable 
and thus very expensive. In fact, Wikipedia says that “Baltic amber includes the most 
species-rich fossil insect fauna discovered to date”.
Presenter: So, is amber a kind of a world wonder?
Speaker: For certain. First and foremost, it is a wondrous material for jewellery: 
necklaces, rings, bracelets and more. Amber has also been used for interior decoration. 
The most famous example of amber interior is the Amber Room in the Palace of Ekaterina 
the Great in Tsarskoye Selo. Before the room was lost during World War II, it was 
considered to be the eighth wonder of the world. Speaking of treasures of queens, have 
you ever seen the inside of your grandmother’s jewellery box? The chances are there is 
some amber in there. Maybe a pair of earrings, or a cocktail ring, or maybe even a long 
strand of perfectly round amber beads which make you wonder how that looked on her 
when she wore them.
Presenter: Talking of necklaces. They look so perfect. What makes them such?
Speaker: In order to make these necklaces appear so flawless, each is given extreme care 
throughout the stringing process. The artist’s attention to detail is what really separates 
some necklaces apart from the others. These round bead amber necklaces are all strung 
by hand, which gives the artist an intimate chance to get to know each amber bead. If 
something is not up to standard with a particular bead, they will simply toss it aside 
and start the entire bead making process over.
Presenter: Amber is claimed to have magic powers. Is it a common belief? Isn’t it mind- 
boggling to know that the amber jewellery you just bought contains such old, wise energy?
Speaker: Oh, yes, it is. Amber is a protective stone for children and may be worn as 
a necklace, bracelet, sewn into an infant’s garment or placed in their environment to 
ward off negative energy and shield them from harm. Wear or carry amber, and you 
will recover from an illness. It will be your way to wellness. Amber may also be used 
to achieve longevity, and is a marvellous gem for the elderly. It warms the more it is 
touched and generates a positive, uplifting current of energy.
Presenter: Oh, I will certainly get myself something made of amber. Thank you for such 
an interesting talk.
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Текст A B C D E F G

Заголовок 4 1 6 7 8 5 3

10

Пропуск A B C D E F

Утверждение 5 3 1 6 2 4

11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

1 4 3 2 4 3 2

12–18

19–25

19. countries 20. women 21. took 22. was 23. opened 24. saw 25. united 

26–31

26. trainee 27. thrilled 28. luckily 29. inventing 30. performer 31. successful

32 33 34 35 36 37 38

2 3 3 4 1 2 3

32–38

39  

Suggested answer:

Tver,
Russia,

24.02.18
Dear Mary,
Thank you for your letter. Sorry that I haven’t written for a long time. It’s great that 
you have enjoyed your school trip to Edinburgh! I’ll try to help you as much as possible 
with your questions.
To start with, I always go on school outings in order to spend more time with my friends 
and broaden my outlook. These trips are always so funny and cool!
I’m completely in love with our outings as they bring so many positive feelings! You 
should definitely go on more ones.
To my mind, the most interesting trip was the one to Switzerland. We had an incredible 
time there and enjoyed ourselves.
By the way, how did you celebrate your grandfather’s birthday? Was he satisfied with 
your presents? Is your grandfather living in your house or alone in his own one?
I’m looking forward to hearing from you.
Best wishes,
Gamar

40  

Suggested answer:

Nowadays most people are sure that technological advances tend to make nations less 
considerate. They believe we are becoming boring and robot-like because of various new 
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inventions, while other people do think that different technologies have no influence on 
us and they don’t make us less understanding. Personally, I agree with the first point 
of view.
To begin with, sometimes, spending most time with our gadgets, we forget about people 
around us. We value live communication less and less, but some special apps or computers 

more and more. Also, we start relying on electronic devices, totally depending on them. 
Instead of trying to remember some meaningful information or dates of important 
appointments, we often just put a note on our phones. This definitely means we gradually 
forget about our human nature.
The opponents of this would say that using, for example, gadgets is completely normal. 
They believe that in our modern world it’s just impossible to cope with so much 
information. Therefore, in their opinion, technologies do not change us, they just help 
us to get used to everything new in our life.
Nevertheless, I still adhere to my point of view. I consider that people are not able 
to resist technologies. They quite often seem to be absorbed in them. Computers, cars, 
phones and other innovations just do not let us notice the world around. We stop enjoying 
the life as it is.
To sum up, I reckon that technological advances do make us less human, as they always 
replace real life with something new, which does not appear to be exactly what we need.

Устная часть

2  

Suggested answer:

1) Can I buy Christmas presents at your shop? / Are there any Christmas presents?
2) What is the average price? / How much does it cost?
3) Are there any special offers?
4) What are the opening hours?
5) What is the most popular present at your shop?

ВАРИАНТ 3

Говорящий A B C D E F

Утверждение 3 1 5 4 2 7

1

Tapescript:

Speaker A

You might guess it’s a custom dreamed up by a modern day, but people have been 
chewing gum, in various forms, since ancient times. There’s evidence that some northern 
Europeans were chewing birch bark tar 9,000 years ago, possibly for enjoyment as well 
as such medicinal purposes as relieving toothaches. The ancient Maya chewed a substance 
called chicle, derived from the sapodilla tree, as a way to quench thirst or fight hunger; 
and in North America, the Indians chewed spruce tree resin, a practice that continued 
with the European settlers who followed.

Speaker B

As the time passed, many experiments were carried out to obtain different types and 
flavours of gums. For those customers who are health-conscious, sugar-free gum was 
introduced. Today, there are hundreds of gum flavours from classic vanilla to the coke 
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flavour. There are many types of gums available on the market, from gums used for 
medical purpose, to the gums that colour our teeth. Gums are made from many different 

ingredients. Although, sadly, Willy Wonka’s three-course dinner chewing gum, said to 
taste like tomato soup, roast beef and blueberry pie, has yet to become reality.

Speaker C

People have always wanted to have chewing gum of various flavours. In the 19th century, 
all the gums had one significant drawback — they could not hold flavour. This problem 
was not fixed until 1880, when William White combined sugar and corn syrup with chicle. 
For better taste he added peppermint extract. He found out that peppermint stayed in the 
gum during chewing for much longer than other flavours. He called his first peppermint-
flavoured gum Yucatan gum. Dr Edward Beeman tried to solve the problem of holding 
flavour by adding pepsin powder and he invented gum that was supposed to serve as a 
“digestive aid”. That was one of the greatest steps in the development of chewing gum.

Speaker D

Today, there are some social regulations for chewing bubble gum, and if you want to 
chew gum in public, you have to follow them. For example, you have to keep your mouth 
closed, as no one should see your gum. It is better not to blow any bubbles and of course 
you need to keep chewing your gum quietly. When you finish chewing, dispose of gum 
properly, which means wrapping it in a piece of paper and throwing it away in the trash 
can. And of course, don’t swallow your gum.
Speaker E

Gum chewing is a motor activity and it is often used to assist those students who tend to 
fidget. New research on the effects of chewing gum continually provides positive results. 
The recent studies linked chewing sugar-free gum to decreased tooth decay and stronger 
enamel. Recent research also showed noticeable improvement in subjects’ perception and 
debunked the theory that gum chewing decreased short-term memory performance; on 
the contrary, the study confirmed that chewing gum helped participants maintain focus 
for longer periods of time, so chewing gum is actually good for you.

Speaker F

Chewing gum cannot be removed by water and, unlike other candies, is not fully consumed. 
There has been much effort at public education and investment aimed at encouraging 
responsible disposal. Despite this it is commonly found in public places stuck underneath 
benches, tables and escalators. Chewing gum is extremely difficult and expensive to clean 
and its presence affects the urban areas’ image. Gum removal from city streets, or even 
famous landmarks, can be a costly effort; in Rome, 15,000 pieces of chewed gum are 
discarded on a daily basis and the removal of each piece costs the city one euro. Some 
cities hope to impose a law against throwing gum in the streets, like in Singapore.

Утверждение A B C D E F G

Соответствие диалогу 1 1 2 2 1 3 2

2

Tapescript:

Bill: Hi, Wendy. Can I join you?
Wendy: Oh hi, Bill. Sure. Sit down. What’s for lunch? Oh … you’re having beef curry! 
Need some energy before the class, eh?
Bill: I can’t come today. I’ve got to skip it.
Wendy: Why?
Bill: Oh, I’ve got to finish this motivation letter here. I’ve been putting it off and putting 
it off, but now I’ve really got to get it done, or I’ll miss the submission deadline. I’ve 
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got to get it in the mail this afternoon.
Wendy: Too bad. It’s so unlike you, really. You always manage to hand in your assignment 

when others haven’t even touched it yet! In fact, you’re one of the most organised guys 
I know. Anyway, why didn’t you write this letter before?
Bill: Oh, I dunno. I never know what to say in these things exactly. I need to show 
that I’m sincere and also that I’m eager and I can’t find the right words … I’ve looked 
through loads of samples on the Net, but they all sound so banal that they are of no 
help at all! Seems like I got stuck with mine …
Wendy: Let me see what you’ve got so far. “The political turmoil that has brought in the 
21st century” … catchy! Hmm … Oh, but this “I really feel my qualifications …” Naw, 
that’s no good, Bill. The word “really” certainly doesn’t belong anywhere near a formal 
letter! And your punctuation isn’t perfect either, look …
Bill: Oh, sure … How could I miss it …
Wendy: No worries, Bill. I helped my brother write his motivation letter last year, so 
I’m a little more experienced than you are. (laughs) We’ll get this revised in no time!
Bill: You’re, what, going to skip the class to help me?
Wendy: No way! I never miss Mr Brown’s lectures! But this class’s going to be boring, 
so I’ll try and write down some ideas for you instead of my lecture notes … I’ll find 
you after the class.
Bill: That’d be great! I really appreciate it, Wendy.

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

3 2 2 3 1 2 1

3–9

Presenter: Hello, I am Jane White. Welcome to our programme devoted to the most 
interesting and exciting natural phenomena. And in the studio today is John Maxwell, 
a biology professor from the University of York. Today we’re going to look into 
mimicry — one of the most exciting natural behaviour patterns.
Speaker: Good afternoon, Jane. We’re looking at animal and plant behaviour this week, 
and let’s turn now to one of its most dramatic manifestations, mimicry.
Presenter: Let’s talk about it.
Speaker: In evolutionary biology, mimicry is a similarity of one organism, usually an 
animal, to another. Often, mimicry appears to protect a species from predators, making 
it an antipredator adaptation. Organisms that are good to eat, or that are attacked for 
other reasons, often develop techniques and devices to protect themselves from their 
attackers, in order to survive, and in order to reproduce and pass their genes on to the 
next generation. And one of these techniques is to look like something that is not good 
to eat, or something that is otherwise of no interest to the predator.
Presenter: The mechanism helps species to survive. It is wonderful! Where does the name 
“mimicry” come from? What does it mean?
Speaker: An organism that does this, that resembles something else, is called a mimic. 
Use of the word “mimicry” dates to 1637. It derives from the Greek term “mimetikos”, 
“imitative”, in turn from “mimetos”, the verbal adjective with the meaning “to imitate”. 
Originally used to describe people, “mimetic” has been used in zoology since 1851, 
“mimicry” — since 1861. The thing that it has evolved to resemble is called the “model”, 
while the predator which it is trying to mislead is called the “recipient” — the one who 
receives the misleading image.
Presenter: Do all species mimic the same way?
Speaker: The resemblances that evolve in mimicry can be in appearance, behaviour, 
sound or scent. As for appearance, mimics do this by adopting camouflage, which is a 
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cryptic resemblance to something of no interest to its enemy. By doing this, they become 

invisible. I’m sure that you’ve seen green grasshoppers and brown moths that seem to be 

well-hidden on grass stems and tree trunks when they’re motionless. But the leaf-tailed 

gecko, a small lizard in Madagascar, is a master at this. It avoids its enemies by looking 

exactly like a cluster of old dead leaves — not a very exciting sight. However, we must 

confess that nature has invented an outstanding mechanism for their protection.

Presenter: Indeed! But leaves change their colour with seasons. What do insects do then?
Speaker: Oh! This is the most amazing part. There are various species of katydids, 
grasshopper-like insects, that have managed to duplicate the appearance of leaves with 
startling accuracy, in all stages of growth, some species looking like fresh green leaves and 
others looking like old decaying leaves — complete with leaf veins, weathered edges and 
mildew spots! These adaptations make these animals difficult or impossible for a predator 
to identify or even notice, and so these otherwise defenseless creatures are overlooked or 
passed by.
Presenter: As I gather from your speech, insects mostly try to hide. Is it always true 
in mimicry?
Speaker: No, not always. Sometimes it is quite an opposite process. Some organisms 
defend themselves directly with stings or bites, or such organisms often assume bold, 
characteristic colours and markings called warning coloration. It warns a predator, 
reminds it that this creature can inflict pain or discomfort, or that it tastes very bad. 
The bold black-and-yellow bands on a bumblebee are such warning colorations. And 
sometimes, this warning coloration is so effective that another species, a species that 
doesn’t have any of the protective devices like sting or poison, will adopt the same 
warning colours and pattern.
Presenter: Can people be the part like this natural phenomenon of mimicry?
Speaker: Certainly. The perfect example of it is Vavilovian mimicry, which is found in 
weeds that come to share characteristics with a domesticated plant through artificial 
selection. It is named after Russian botanist and geneticist Nikolai Vavilov. Selection 
against the weed may occur either by manually killing the weed, or by separating its 
seeds from those of the crop by winnowing. Vavilovian mimicry presents an illustration 
of unintentional (or rather “anti-intentional”) selection by man. Vavilovian mimics may 
eventually be domesticated themselves, as in the case of rye in wheat. Vavilov called 
these weed-crops secondary crops.
Presenter: All the previous cases referred to the term “defensive mimicry”, but I know 
the term “aggressive mimicry”. What does it mean?
Speaker: Well, that’s the mimicry used by predators. This is called “aggressive mimicry”, 
and it is used to hide a predator until its prey comes near enough to capture. Many 
mantids, for example, are green or brown, so that they blend in with their plant 
surroundings, but some tropical mantids are fantastically shaped and coloured, like the 
beautiful Orchid Mantis, which resemble petals of one of those tropical flowers, and hide 
motionless next to one of these orchids until an insect comes within their reach. There’re 
also several green-coloured vine and grass snakes of various families, which lie invisible 
among the branches of the jungle until they suddenly lash out to grab their prey.
Presenter: Oh, you gave us such a wonderful insight into the topic. Thank you for such 
an interesting talk.

Текст A B C D E F G

Заголовок 1 4 2 7 5 6 3

10
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Пропуск A B C D E F

Утверждение 4 7 6 5 3 1

11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

2 4 3 2 2 1 4

12–18

19–25

19. is located 20. contains 21. more/most notable 22. containing 23. was worried 
24. holes 25. will charge 

26–31

26. unusual 27. normally 28. concentration 29. performers 30. carefully 31. training(s)

32 33 34 35 36 37 38

2 2 1 3 3 1 4

32–38

39
 

Suggested answer:

Tver,
Russia,

24.02.18
Dear Ron,
Thank you for your letter. Sorry that I haven’t written for a long time, as I was busy 
with my school.
I’ll try and answer your questions. To begin with, I believe that in various countries 
there are different hobbies. For example, Australians enjoy surfing in their free time 
while French adore chatting over a glass of wine.
As far as I know, people in my country mainly prefer to hang out playing different kinds 
of sport. I think that football and volleyball are the most popular ones here.
My best friends are in favour of a widely spread kind of hobby. They like playing tennis 
and volleyball in their free time.
By the way, was your English exam difficult? How long did it last? Do you know how 
many points have you got?
Hope to hear from you soon.
Love,
Gina

40
 

Suggested answer:

These days there is a popular opinion that reading the same book more than once is a 
waste of time. However, some people doubt it saying it is even better to reread interesting 
books. Personally, I agree with the latter point of view for a number of reasons.
First of all, I firmly believe that as time flies, people forget many important and 
interesting things from those books they have once read. It is really beneficial to read 
them again in order to refresh this or that plot in your memory.
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Moreover, some books are just meant to be read many times throughout one’s life. They 

can include eternal truths that are much valued and may be understood in a different 

way at each stage of your long life.

On the other hand, some people have another point of view and claim that there is no 

use to reread books as the first impressions of them are usually the right ones.

Nevertheless, I do not agree with this opinion. I think that as we grow, our beliefs 

change, so when we read the same books again, we may notice precious things that were 

hidden from us before.

All in all, I consider that all books that grab your attention should be read more than 
once so as to understand and feel them better and deeper.

Устная часть

2
 

Suggested answer:

1) When do you need the helpers?
2) What do the helpers have to do?
3) Is any experience needed?
4) Can I work part-time? / Can I have a part-time job?
5) How can I get to the zoo?

ВАРИАНТ 4

Говорящий A B C D E F

Утверждение 2 7 3 4 1 5

1

Tapescript:

Speaker A

After suffering a fire that burned away all his possessions, Will Wright was forced to 
find a new home and rebuild his life. It was this experience that encouraged him to think 
of a game that simulates life, linking his ideas with the SimCity series he had developed 
earlier. In 1993 he proposed the idea to Maxis company but they didn’t accept it then, 
believing that computers at the time could not handle such a game. In 1995 he proposed 
it again to EA Games. This time, it was accepted.

Speaker B

The actual sound of the language of the Sims games online, or Simlish, was created by 
voice actors Stephen Kearin and Gerri Lawlor. Considering the written Simlish or the 
language of Sims games, the signs in the Sims games do not always contain text but 
sometimes contain graphics. For instance, a pet shop sign in one of the game versions is 
a paw. In the Sims 2 the sign for a grocery store represents a cornucopia. You could see 
Simlish words that occasionally appear on TV screens in the Sims 2. They are basically 
written in Simplish alphabet or use a special font in order to produce symbols like Aum 
or Zodiac signs.

Speaker C

The Sims series are largely so-called sandbox games, in that they lack any defined 
goals. Strictly speaking, there is no primary objective to The Sims; it is open-ended and 
players are free to decide for themselves what constitutes success or failure. The game 
does, however, have plenty of clear secondary objectives, such as career and relationship 
success, although there are no set rewards for this. The player will need to make his 
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or her Sim successful in many ways. Players must fulfill their need to sleep, eat and 
so forth, just like real human beings. Their goal is to find a job, be promoted, or even 
marry other Sims so that one can have a successful family life.

Speaker D

The Sims games were actually released on February 4, 2000. Since its creation, this 

computer game has reached great proportions of popularity across the globe. In the year 

2000, the Sims became the top-selling computer game. In this year, Sims have been 

sold more than 6.3 million copies worldwide. This simply implies the huge popularity of 
online Sims games all over the world. By February 7, 2005, it has been reached up to 
16 million copies worldwide. By 2009, it has sold more than 100 million copies around 
the globe. Even critics have also praised it with positive reviews.

Speaker E

In the beginning, the game offered players pre-made characters to control, as well as the 
option to create more Sims. Creating a Sim consists of creating a family that can hold 
up to eight members. The player can then create Sims by providing the Sim with a first 
name and optional biography, and choosing the gender, skin complexion, age, a specific 
head and body (bundled with a specific body type and clothing), and a personality (from 
among Neat, Outgoing, Active, Playful, and Nice). The player cannot change a Sim’s 
face, name, or personality once they have been moved onto a lot.

Speaker F

The player must make decisions about time spent on fulfilling the needs of the Sims, 
which are: Hunger, Social, Fun, Comfort, Hygiene, Bladder, Room and Energy. These 
needs are filled by activities in the daily agenda of the Sims such as using the bathroom 
and eating food from a fridge. If the simulated humans do not perform the proper 
amount of maintenance, they will sicken and die. Not fulfilling these needs has other 
negative side effects, for example, if a Sim has lowered their energy need, they will pass 
out where they stand, which will lower their comfort need. Furthermore, Sims need to 
have fun: if they don’t, the fun level bar eventually lowers and they become depressed 
and are not able to work.

Утверждение A B C D E F G

Соответствие диалогу 1 3 1 2 3 2 2

2

Tapescript:

Lucy: So, what are you going to do this summer?
Mark: Well, I’m probably going to go on holiday with my parents and my sister for a 
week, but I suppose I really should get a summer job. I haven’t planned anything yet, 
but I really need to get some money. What about you? 
Lucy: My friend and I are going to Scotland. I’m going to work in a youth hostel in the 
mountains.
Mark: Really? That sounds great!
Lucy: Yes, I think so. I mean, the work won’t be very interesting. It’ll be mostly cooking, 
cleaning and working on reception, selling drinks and things. But my hours are seven till 
ten in the morning and five till nine in the evening, so I’ll have plenty of time during 
the day to go walking.
Mark: That sounds fun! It’ll be like a holiday, but you’ll be earning money too.
Lucy: Yes, it’s a chance to get out of the city and maybe meet some new people.
Mark: I wish I could get a job like that. How did you find out about it?
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Lucy: I read about it in a book called Summer Work Round Britain. It tells you about 
all kinds of different jobs in different places. You can work at farms picking fruit, or 

at hotels near the sea. You can even get work at music festivals.

Mark: Yeah, I’ve heard about that. A friend of mine did that last year. Of course, the 
problem with that sort of work is that it only lasts a couple of days. The accommodation 
and meals are free though! By the way, do you have to pay for your accommodation and 
food in Scotland?
Lucy: Well, I’ll be staying in a shared bedroom, and they’ll take £15 a week out of 
my wages to pay for that. My breakfast will be free, because I’ll probably be cooking 
breakfast for the guests! I can get dinner in the evening at a reduced price, so I only 
have to worry about lunch.
Mark: Well, I hope you’ll have a great time.
Lucy: Thanks. I’ll lend you the book if you like. Maybe you’ll find something too.
Mark: Isn’t it too late to apply?
Lucy: No, you still have plenty of time. It’s worth a try!
Mark: I guess, I’ll give it a go then.

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

3 1 1 2 1 3 2

3–9

Presenter: Hello, everyone. Today in the studio to continue on our train of programmes 
on world newspapers is Jason Donovan with his story about USA Today. Hi, Jason. 
Welcome to the programme.
Speaker: Hello again. Well, we’re near the end of our series on newspapers. I’m going to 
talk about our national newspaper, USA Today. USA Today is now more than 25 years 
old. When it began, few expected it would last this long. Well, not only has it lasted, 
it has thrived. USA Today is the largest-selling daily newspaper in America. It is also 
distributed in many countries around the world. But that’s only part of the story. The 
real success of USA Today is the way it changed the newspaper industry. USA Today 

changed the way papers look. It changed the way reporters write. And it changed the 
way papers gather and deliver news.
Presenter: What was the most remarkable change? Did it concern the stories?
Speaker: USA Today set out to be different. Newspapers at that time were, um, in 
trouble. Fewer people were reading them. The papers were full of bad news about crime 
and killing. They had long stories. They didn’t have colour photos and graphics, and many 
could not include the latest sports scores. USA Today changed all that. It had shorter 
stories, most of which did not jump or continue from one page to another. It used colour 
photos, and colourful charts and graphics. It did not have much international news, but 
it did have lots of sports, entertainment and human-interest stories. It was trying to 
appeal to younger readers. These readers had been raised watching television, so they 
had trouble, uh, paying attention to longer stories. They wanted, erm, to be entertained, 
not informed. At first, many people laughed at USA Today. Other newspapers called 
it “McPaper”. They were comparing it to McDonald’s fast food, which isn’t, um, very 
healthy. It fills you up, but it doesn’t have much nutrition. They said “McPaper” was 
the same way — it looked good, but the news it had wasn’t very important. People said 
USA Today “dumbed down” the news. However, if you simplify something to extreme, 
people get mad. They think that the writer thinks they’re stupid. But a funny thing 
happened. More and more people started reading USA Today. About a year after it 
started, it had a circulation of more than one million. Today, its circulation is past two 
million.
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Presenter: Wow! That is impressive! Did others want to repeat the success of USA Today?
Speaker: Circulation is the number of papers that are read each day. It means that 
USA Today distributes more than two million copies of each issue. When other papers saw 
this circulation grow, they became worried. So, they started to, uh, copy USA Today’s 
style. Their stories got shorter, and they started using lots of colour photos and charts. 
They replaced quote unquote serious news with feature stories. Soon, it became normal 
for newspapers to look like USA Today.
Presenter: That is why more newspapers look so much alike?
Speaker: But it wasn’t only appearance that made USA Today so popular. One very big 
reason for its success was timeliness. Timeliness means its ability to report the latest 
news. Daily newspapers have a deadline, which is the time they have to stop writing 
and start printing the paper. The deadline often caused papers to leave out news. This 
was especially true of East Coast papers and, erm, West Coast sports scores. Basketball, 
football and baseball games would end on the West Coast at 11 p.m. But that’s 2 a.m. 
Eastern time. This was too late to put the score of the game in the next day’s paper. USA 

Today, however, used satellites to transmit news. It could set later deadlines, so it could 
include the West Coast scores. This alone caused many people to buy the paper. Yes?
Presenter: But today most papers use satellites. So why has USA Today’s circulation 
kept growing?
Speaker: Excellent question. Uh, actually, USA Today has changed. It still looks 
colourful, but it’s started to become more like traditional papers. Its stories are getting 
longer, and it has more international news. It changed because people are changing. The 
paper needed to appeal to more, um, educated readers, because they’re the ones with 
money. Also, it needed to sell more papers overseas. International readers don’t want 
“dumbed down” news.
Presenter: What about reporting home news? Especially the ones connected to presidential 
elections?
Speaker: It should be noted as well that USA Today has traditionally maintained a policy 
not to endorse candidates for the United States presidency to provide a fair viewpoint 
through the diverse political ideologies of its members and avoid reader perceptions of 
bias. However, the editorial board broke from this stance for the first time on September 
29, 2016, when it published a piece condemning Donald Trump, calling him “unfit for the 
presidency” due to inconsistency of his viewpoints and issues with his vision on domestic 
and foreign policy. The board noted that the piece was not a “qualified endorsement” of 
a democratic nominee Hillary Clinton either. They just wanted to be just and fair.

Текст A B C D E F G

Заголовок 8 5 6 2 7 3 4

10

Пропуск A B C D E F

Утверждение 4 7 5 3 1 6

11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

1 2 4 1 2 3 1

12–18

19–25

19. best 20. was 21. heard 22. kneeled/knelt 23. most popular 24. attracting 25. founded 
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26–31

26. archaeologist 27. interested 28. hopeless 29. lucky 30. immediately 31. disappears

32 33 34 35 36 37 38

1 2 1 3 1 4 2

32–38

39

Suggested answer:

Tver,
Russia,

24.02.18
Dear Henry,
Thank you for your letter. Sorry that I haven’t written for a long time.
To start with, it is funny but I will be taking exams that are so different from each 
other! I need to pass English, Maths, Russian and Physics. As a student of my school I 
have a wide variety of subjects to choose from. However, most of them are not my cup of 
tea. To be honest, I’m sure that the toughest exam of all will be Physics and the easiest 
one – English. I think the reason for that is the fact that I’ve been studying English for 
my whole life and Physics only for a couple of years.
By the way, what kind of contest did Andrea take part in? Did she manage to win? Did 
you take part in that contest?
Hope to hear from you soon.
Best wishes,
Irina

40

Suggested answer:

The subject of a teenagers’ book choice has been under heated debates recently. Some 
people say that we should allow teens to read every text they like, whereas others believe 
that adolescents’ book list should be verified. Personally, I find the former point of view 
more truthful.
To start with, it is well-known that with the help of books people get the chance of 
getting acknowledged with the best thoughts of people of different cultures and from 
different centuries. For this reason, forbidding teenagers to read what they prefer is 
just unfair.
What is more, people tend to remember the information about something better if they 
are interested in the theme. It is easier to broaden your horizons when you love how the 
text is written and what it is about. That is why giving adolescents the right to choose 
whatever book they like is very useful.
However, there are those who oppose. They claim that along with inappropriate films 
many books of the same quality exist. They say we should take care of what teenagers 
read, otherwise their mental health can be harmed.
Nevertheless, I cannot but adhere to my standpoint. I believe that we learn life from books 
and if a teenager escapes from anything bad written in a book, it does not guarantee 
that they will not meet it in real life.
To sum up, I hold the opinion that every adolescent should have a free will to read 
whatever they want to.
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Устная часть

2

Suggested answer:

1) Can I book a table for six people?
2) What is the website of the café?
3) Can I book the table online?
4) Are there any discounts for students?
5) What is the address? / What is the address of your café?

ВАРИАНТ 5

Говорящий A B C D E F

Утверждение 6 4 5 1 2 7

1

Tapescript:

Speaker A

Often mistaken as Canada’s national capital, which is actually Ottawa, Toronto is probably 
Canada’s best known city, in large part because of the sky-high CN Tower, and major 
sports franchises like the Blue Jays, the Toronto Maple Leafs, and the Raptors. Toronto 
is a bustling, multicultural metropolis, with distinct populations and neighbourhoods that 
include Greek, Italian, and Korean and the second largest Chinatown in North America. 
Toronto is also the country’s financial centre and has lots of men in expensive blue suits 
swaggering around its downtown.

Speaker B

French and English are the main influences in Montreal. Though Montreal is officially a 
French-speaking city, as is the province of Quebec, many of its residents, especially those 
in the retail and hospitality industries, also speak English. The result of the coexistence 
of the two languages is both English- and French-speaking workforce. Francophones 
are often compelled to learn English to find employment (particularly in the Montreal 
area), while anglophones in the province are pressured to do the same with French, and 
allophones are asked to learn both.

Speaker C

Nova Scotia’s capital city has the amenities of a big city but the charm of a smaller 
town. Part of Halifax’s allure is because of the hospitality of the people, something for 
which the whole Maritime region is famous. More of the city’s charm can be attributed 
to an oceanside location, rugged shorelines, sandy beaches, nearby fishing villages, and 
historic architecture. Halifax is rumoured to have more bars per capita than any other 
Canadian city. Even if this is not technically true, it does have a serious presence of 
convivial drinking establishments.

Speaker D

Though Toronto and Montreal are better known, Ottawa is Canada’s capital city. And 
it is a charming city to visit with its cultured but friendly atmosphere. Ottawa has 
the most educated population among Canadian cities and is home to a number of post-
secondary, research, and cultural institutions, including the National Arts Centre, the 
National Gallery, and numerous national museums. Ottawa has the highest standard of 
living in the nation and low unemployment. It ranked 2nd nationally and 24th worldwide 
in the quality of life index and is consistently rated the best place to live in Canada.
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Speaker E

Vancouver’s oceanic climate is the most moderate in Canada, with little snow. But, even 

though it’s mild, it’s also known for a lot of grey, rainy days, sometimes even in the 

middle of summer, which otherwise get quite dry and hot. Most of the rain comes between 

October and March, however. Occasional arrivals of cold Arctic outflows in winter can 
sometimes last a week or more, leading to snowfalls. The annual average temperature in 
the region is 11°C, and it is similar to other coastal cities like Seattle, Amsterdam, and 
London.

Speaker F

The economy of Calgary includes activity in the energy, financial services, film and 
television, transportation and logistics, technology, manufacturing, aerospace, health and 
wellness, retail, and tourism sectors. Calgary is home to the second-highest number of 
corporate head offices in Canada among the country’s 800 largest corporations. As a result 
of its strong performing economy, especially during periods of oil boom, Calgary holds 
many economic distinctions particularly in categories related to personal wealth. In 2015, 
Calgary had the highest number of millionaires per capita of any major city in Canada.

Утверждение A B C D E F G

Соответствие диалогу 2 1 1 2 1 2 3

2

Tapescript:

Steve: Hey, Judy! How was work today?
Judy: Oh, you don’t know? I called in sick and had a day off! So I stayed in and cleaned 
up a little.
Steve: Oh thanks! Actually, I wanted to have a word with you about something.
Judy: Oh-oh, what’s the problem?
Steve: I was really happy when I invited you to stay with me in this apartment. I knew 
you had a problem with the girl you lived with before.
Judy: Yeah, she was terrible! I couldn’t move without her complaining at me! And she 
kept borrowing my college stuff all the time! 
Steve: Well, maybe I understand why she found living with you difficult. 
Judy: What? What do you mean?
Steve: Where do I start? Let’s start with the TV first. How do you switch it off?
Judy: I switch it off every evening! I don’t think I’ve ever forgotten.
Steve: I know that you haven’t! But you take the lead out of the power point, don’t you? 
And you should always use the remote control to turn the TV off! And you shouldn’t 
ever turn the lights off!
Judy: Why not? 
Steve: We have an automatic system which turns the lights on and off so that people 
always think there is someone at home.
Judy: Oh I had no idea! I wish you had told me about that when I first arrived! 
Steve: I did! I also left you a note on your desk!
Judy: Oh you are right. I’ve completely forgotten! 
Steve: Next, about cleaning the bathroom. You should use the cleaner I suggested you 
to buy. The one you are using is leaving terrible marks on the floor! Haven’t you seen 
them?
Judy: Yes, I have! I was going to change it when I’ve finished this bottle! 
Steve: No, you should change it immediately. I don’t want you to leave marks in the 
shower! My mom is visiting next week, I don’t want her picking on me about how messy 
I am!
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Judy: Cool down, Steve, it’s not the end of the world. I’ll do what you say.

Steve: Thanks, Judy. 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

3 2 1 2 1 2 3

3–9

Tapescript:

Presenter: Hello everyone! Today we are going to talk about Canberra – the capital of 
Australia, and in the studio with us today is Caroline Mould, a historian and a citizen 
of Australia herself! Welcome, Caroline!
Caroline: Hello there!
Presenter: Caroline, tell us a few things about the history of Canberra! How did it emerge?
Caroline: Located on the ancient lands of the Ngunnawal, Canberra is about 90 miles 
inland, surrounded by national parks and mountain ranges. The first European settlers 
actually arrived in the area in the 1820s. Early settler Joshua John Moore took the first 
land grant and named the area “Canberry”, which in time becomes “Canberra”. “Meeting 
Place” is what the city’s name essentially means, and it is derived from the aboriginal 
name “Kamberra”.
Presenter: Amazing, isn’t it? But as we know, both Australia’s major cities, Sydney and 
Melbourne, had already existed at the time! Why wasn’t any of them chosen for the role 
of the capital?
Caroline: Well, both Melbourne and Sydney were claiming the right to be the capital. Two 
cities both alike in dignity, in fair dinkum Australia where we lay our scene. Imagine: 
Sydney versus Melbourne, old rivals, were now competing for the capital title! The truth 
was, that, according to contemporary historians, neither Melbourne nor Sydney were ever 
even considered for the capital crown. The most significant reason, which all politicians 
agreed with at the time, was that whites could only really thrive and lead by living in a 
cold climate. A compromise was reached that would establish a new city to be the capital, 
and of 40 districts proposed, Canberra was one of seven to be considered as the site of 
the national capital. The general consensus from all the colonies was that the capital 
shouldn’t be near the coast and shouldn’t have a major settlement.
Presenter: And so it was a brand-new settlement! Caroline, it must have taken Canberra 
a while to turn into a magnificent city it is today! Has its life always been flawless?
Caroline: No, absolutely not. As everywhere, there have been both highs and lows. 
Although the city has a reputation as a modern and efficient capital, a small number of 
events indicate that Canberra’s history has not always run smoothly. Canberra got off to 
a slow start as two World Wars sandwiching the Great Depression hampered economic 
development in Australia. The year of 1972 saw the Aboriginal Tent Embassy constructed 
on the grounds of the Old Parliament House. This “tent” embassy was meant to highlight 
the plight of indigenous Australians and give them a voice. However, it has become a 
controversial feature of the Canberra cityscape and has been the site of various protests 
over the years. In January of 2003, many parts of Canberra were devastated in bushfires, 
which sadly led to the death of four people. In total, more than 400 people were injured 
and nearly 500 homes were destroyed in this natural disaster.
Presenter: But today it is a prosperous city with its cultural history and sights. Tell us 
more about these!
Caroline: While a relatively new city, Canberra is truly a cultural centre in Australia. 
As with other national capitals, such as Washington, DC, this city is home to numerous 
museums, memorials and other important edifying places to visit. Visitors to Canberra can 
also see the Australian government in action. Several of the Commonwealth government 
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buildings around the city are open to the general public. These include the Australian 
Parliament House, the Australian High Court and even the Royal Australian Mint. 
Consult the official websites for more information on visiting.
Presenter: As I know, Australia took part in several conflicts, so there must be some 
memorials dedicated to those?
Caroline: Of course. Among the most important national monuments in Canberra is 
the Australian War Memorial, which serves as a reminder to those sacrifices made by 
Australia since its independence in 1901. Tens of thousands of Australian men volunteered 
to serve during World War I (The Great War as it was then known), and their service 
as well as those who fought in World War II and other conflicts are remembered. Today 
the memorial is home to numerous military artefacts from various conflicts.
Presenter: And the last question. As we know, Canberra was built from scratch and it 
gave its creators the opportunity to plan it as they wanted. What’s its design like?
Caroline: It is true, Canberra is a planned city and the inner-city area was originally 
designed by Walter Burley Griffin, a major 20th-century American architect. Within the 
central area of the city near Lake Burley Griffin, major roads follow a wheel-and-spoke 
pattern rather than a grid. Griffin’s proposal had an abundance of geometric patterns, 
including concentric hexagonal and octagonal streets. However, the outer areas of the 
city, built later, are not laid out geometrically. The city’s design was influenced by the 
garden city movement and it incorporated significant areas of natural vegetation. The 
growth and development of Canberra were hindered by the World Wars and the Great 
Depression, which exacerbated a series of planning disputes concerning the ineffectiveness 
of a procession of bodies that were created in turn to oversee the development of
the city.
Presenter: Caroline, thank you for this amazing talk!
Caroline: Thanks for having me!
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Suggested answer:

Tver,

Russia,

24.02.18

Dear Jane,

Thank you for your letter. It’s great to hear about your victory! I’ll try to help you as 
much as possible with your questions.
First of all, we have all sorts of sports competitions at my school. The most popular ones 
are basketball, football and skipping.
In order to become a member of one of them you should regularly show good results at 
this sport. Also, a good desire and motivation is required so it is not so difficult.
As far as I know, I can attend basketball and volleyball classes after our lessons. 
Personally, I know that many of my friends attend them.
By the way, how many days is your sister planning to stay there? What places is she 
going to visit? Where is she staying: at a hotel or at a host house?
I’m looking forward to hearing from you.
Love,
Ann

40  

Suggested answer:

The subject of students’ motivation has been under heated debates recently. Some people 
think that getting marks does get students to study harder whereas others say that there 
is no correlation between grades and motivation. Personally, I find the former point of 
view more truthful.
First of all, from my point of view, the marks you get in the educational institution are 
equal to the salary adults are paid. Grades and future pay are connected because after 
getting used to doing your best at school or university you will do the same at work.
Secondly, it is a well-known fact that there are special grants for A-students in 
universities. This is why marks do motivate a student, since the harder you study, the 
more you will get.
However, there are those who oppose. They argue that if you get bad marks, you are 
bound to lose your motivation. They say that working for grades will not have any profit 
in the future.
Nevertheless, I cannot but adhere to my standpoint. I think that marks are the reflection 
of the amount of energy you spend at school. Also, getting grades helps you to strengthen 
your character which will definitely help you after graduating.
To cut in a nutshell, I hold the opinion that getting marks does help students to study 
and gives them motivation to do it better.
Устная часть

2

Suggested answer:

1) What films are on this evening?
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2) What kind of films are they?
3) What time does the film start?
4) How long is the film?
5) Are there any discounts for students? / There are some discounts for students, aren’t 
there?

ВАРИАНТ 6

Говорящий A B C D E F

Утверждение 7 6 5 2 1 4

1

Tapescript:

Speaker A

Traditional furniture stores usually bought and displayed what the furniture makers 
produced, and the customers had to buy what the furniture stores had in stock or could 
order. Ingvar Kamprad tried to influence both the customers and the factories. He attracted 
customers with products of good design, function and low price and he attracted factories 
with large orders. Larger orders meant lower purchasing prices; thus enabling lower sales 
prices, more customers and higher sales volumes. This was a revolution. Without anybody 
noticing it, the largest change to date in furniture distribution had taken place.

Speaker B

In late 1950s and early 1960s Ingvar believed that television would become an important 
part of life at home. He was so convinced that he even invested in a TV manufacture 
in Helsingborg. He was right about the future of TV but had underestimated the 
differences of being a furniture dealer and manufacturing TVs. For the founder of 
IKEA, the television adventure was such a great loss that the entire business survival 
was threatened.

Speaker C

Competitors, who did not appreciate the intensive price pressure from the IKEA store, 
forced suppliers to stop their deliveries. Ingvar Kamprad turned to Denmark to find new 
suppliers and in 1961 also to Poland. Since then the Polish furniture industry has been 
an important partner to the IKEA operation. The international expansion of the IKEA 
business begins with establishments of small start-up stores in Norway in 1963 and in 
Denmark in 1969.

Speaker D

In 1958, the first IKEA store opened in Älmhult, Sweden. Many people were sceptical 
of the idea of opening a large furniture store in a small village in the deep forests of 
Småland, but as it turns out, people are prepared to cover long distances to visit the 
store and buy attractive furniture at low prices. A visit to the IKEA store becomes a 
day out for the family, creating a need and opportunity for unique services like a self-
service restaurant and a supervised children’s playroom.

Speaker E

The driving idea behind IKEA was, and is, that anyone should be able to afford stylish, 
modernist furniture. IKEA company grew and grew each day and then it expanded 
throughout Sweden, to Norway and Denmark, via Germany to continental Europe, and 
on to the ends of the world. When IKEA opened in Shanghai, 80,000 people visited the 
store. Today, there are over 300 IKEA stores in the world – in 38 countries. All this 
time, Kamprad, the founder of IKEA, has never borrowed any money.
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Speaker F

IKEA’s furniture names may bewilder customers outside the Nordic countries, but they’re 
based on an elaborate system. Beds have Norwegian place names, sofas are named after 
Swedish towns, kitchen tables have Finnish geographic names, chairs mostly have male 
names, and rugs mostly have Danish names. Glasses and cups are given adjectives as 
names, and so on. Names are generally the same all over the world.

Утверждение A B C D E F G

Соответствие диалогу 1 3 2 3 1 2 1

2

Tapescript:

Jack: Hey Susan, where are you going?
Susan: Oh, I’m just getting ready to go for a run. This is the weather that I love to 
run in.
Jack: Yeah, it is beautiful. Great day to work in the garden, too! I didn’t know that 
you were a runner.
Susan: Well, not as much anymore. I used to follow a running programme that was 
pretty strict. I ran every morning for 45 minutes. I can’t afford it now.
Jack: Wow! How far did you run?
Susan: Well, I ran along a forest trail that was about three miles long, and then I would 
run for a couple of miles on the streets in our neighbourhood, too. I ran with a group 
that met a couple times a week.
Jack: Right. I know there are different running clubs around here that meet on a regular 
basis.
Susan: Yep. It was a routine that was really comfortable to fulfil because I did it every 
day and I ran with other people, but it was a programme that just took too much time.
Jack: I bet. So do you run very often now?
Susan: Well, I try to run three times a week, but it’s hard because I have a lot of other 
responsibilities. I don’t know anyone who likes to run with me, either.
Jack: Well, three times a week is better than none! It’s hard, but running is an exercise 
that is good for your body and your mind.
Susan: True. That’s why I’m trying to do it even though it’s not always easy.
Jack: Well, good for you! Have a good run!

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

2 2 1 3 3 3 1

3–9

Tapescript:

Samantha: Suppose I said to you, “That’s a really kitschy shirt.” Did I give you a 
compliment? Or did I insult you? Our today’s guest, art professor Richard Drake, will 
tell us all we need to know about the idea of kitsch. So, is it a positive or negative 
thing, Richard?
Professor: Hello, Samantha. Kitsch typically makes us think of something cheap or 
distasteful, but it can also sometimes be used as a compliment. Kitsch refers to works 
of art that are widely considered to be pretentious or in poor taste. While it usually 
carries a negative connotation, and might cause aversion, some people find kitsch to 
be appealing, because of its retrograde value and its inadvertent irony. Still, many art 
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purists believe that kitsch saturates all popular culture, and others even go so far as to 
say that kitsch and popular culture are one and the same.
Samantha: How did kitsch come into being?
Professor: As a descriptive term, kitsch originated in the art markets of Munich in the 
1860s and the 1870s, describing cheap, popular, and marketable pictures and sketches. 
It was an English mispronunciation of a German word that means, um, “scraping up 
mud from the streets”, and was later understood as artwork that was “slapped together” 
rather than painstakingly created, superficial rather than profound. According to one 
scholar, Roger Scruton, “Kitsch is fake art, whose purpose is to deceive the consumer 
into thinking that he feels something deep and serious”.
Samantha: Who and why might find kitsch appealing, then? 
Professor: The concept of kitsch appeared as a contrast to avant-garde art. It is art or 
objects that appeal to popular rather than high-art tastes. According to art critics, kitsch 
offers instantaneous emotional gratification without intellectual effort and, in contrast 
to works of true artistic merit, serves a solely ornamental purpose. 
Samantha: I wonder if my designer is a fan of kitsch. Can it be beautiful, however? 
Professor: Though kitsch objects might initially appear to be uh, beautiful, or creative, a 
closer look reveals that they repeat the formula and convention of high art, but without 
any spark of inspiration or originality. In this context, Leonardo da Vinci’s masterpiece 
painting, Mona Lisa, is genuine art, but hand-painted, mass-produced reproductions of 
the painting are kitsch.
Samantha: So does Mona Lisa become less of a masterpiece when it’s mass reproduced 
on cheap canvases and coffee mugs? 
Professor: Well, in a sense, yes, it does become less of a masterpiece. Um ... the major 
appeal is the facial expression, but with true art the medium is important too. It’s the 
expression, plus the canvas, plus the paint, plus the artist’s signature strokes, all put 
together. A photographic or hand-painted reproduction can only approximate that image, 
but it can’t capture it just the same way. 
Samantha: And yet, kitsch seems to be popular, doesn’t it? How could you explain that?
Professor: Today, the idea that something can be “so bad it’s good” is so common that the 
term “kitsch” no longer retains the negative associations it once did, and artists today 
often create works that embrace bad taste to question the high- and lowbrow division 
in art. Importantly, while kitsch is generally associated with European or American 
culture, it has parallels throughout the world. For example, the concept of “kawaii”, or 
“cuteness”, in Japanese culture is a quality opposed to the aesthetic ideal of refinement 
and plays a prominent role in popular culture and entertainment.
Samantha: Thank you, Richard, for a most interesting talk.
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19. families 20. women 21. children 22. named 23. operates 24. does not have 25. setting 
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Suggested answer:

Tver, Russia

24.06.2018
Dear Ann,
Thank you for your letter. Sorry for not writing to you for so long but I was very busy 
preparing for my exams. I hope you enjoy doing the project.
Well, I think the majority of teenagers want to get jobs connected with programming or 
international relations such as web-designers or translators. These specialists are in great 
demand nowadays and the salaries are often high, that’s why these jobs are so popular.
To be honest, I haven’t made up my mind yet but I’ve always wanted to become a 
journalist, so I’ll try to fulfil my dream. I’m a creative person, so I find this job really 
interesting.
By the way, what is the title of the book? Who is it written by? What is it about?
I’m looking forward to hearing from you soon.
Best wishes,
Lisa

40

Suggested answer:

These days many people would agree that it is more appropriate for pupils to study 
six days a week. Others argue that we should not overestimate students’ abilities and 
overload them with extra classes. As for me, I believe that studying on Saturdays should 
be prohibited.
To start with, the pupils who study five days a week have more spare time they can 
spend preparing school homework. It means teachers’ tasks will be done properly and 
that is really crucial for the process of education.
What is more, we do understand how significant it is to care about students’ health. 
One of the main problems teenagers suffer from is the lack of sleep. That is why having 
two days off school allows them to get enough sleep which helps young people to stay 
healthy.
On the other hand, as an old English proverb says “a coin has two sides”, and there 
are people who subscribe to the opposite point of view. They claim that students should 
always concentrate on their studies, even on Saturdays, because they would like to pass 
all final exams with flying colours and to enter prestigious universities.
Nevertheless, I cannot agree with this statement. Little do we realise that students 
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always try to work hard in order to succeed in passing their exams but they also need 
a break to relax before starting a new week which will be filled with obtaining new 
knowledge.
All things considered, in my opinion it is better to study five days a week. Only in this 
way will the educational process be really efficient.
Устная часть

2

Suggested answer:

1) What time are we going to arrive? / What is the arrival time?
2) How much does a return ticket cost? / What is the price of the return ticket?
3) Can I buy the ticket online?
4) Are there any special offers?
5) Which attractions are open at the moment?

ВАРИАНТ 7

Говорящий A B C D E F

Утверждение 3 1 6 2 4 7

1

Tapescript:

Speaker A

Expressive and quick-witted, Gemini represents two different personalities in one and 
you will never be sure which one you will face. They are sociable, communicative and 
ready for fun, with a tendency to suddenly get serious, thoughtful and restless. Gemini 
often have a feeling that their other half is missing, so they are forever seeking new 
friends, mentors, colleagues and people to talk to. Gemini’s changeable and open mind 
makes them excellent artists, especially writers and journalists.

Speaker B

Sagittarius is extrovert, optimistic and enthusiastic, and likes changes. Sagittarius-born 
are able to transform their thoughts into concrete actions and they will do anything to 
achieve their goals. Like the other fire signs, Sagittarius needs to be constantly in touch 
with the world to experience as much as possible. The ruling planet of Sagittarius is 
Jupiter, the largest planet of the Zodiac. Their enthusiasm has no bounds, and therefore 
people born under the Sagittarius sign possess a great desire to achieve their aims.

Speaker C

Virgos are always paying attention to the smallest details and their deep sense of humanity 
makes them one of the most careful signs of the Zodiac. Their methodical approach to life 
ensures that nothing is left to chance, and although they are often tender, their heart 
might be closed for the outer world. This is a sign often misunderstood, not because they 
lack the ability to express, but because they won’t accept their feelings as valid, true, 
or even relevant when opposed to reason. The symbolism behind the name speaks well 
of their nature, born with a feeling they are experiencing everything for the first time.

Speaker D

People born under the sign of Leo are natural-born leaders. They are dramatic, creative, 
self-confident, extremely difficult to resist, able to achieve anything they want to in 
any area of life they commit to. There is a specific strength to a Leo and their “king 
of the jungle” status. Leo often has many friends for they are generous and loyal. Self-
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confident and attractive, this is a Sun sign capable of uniting different groups of people 
and leading them as one towards a shared cause, and their healthy sense of humour 
makes collaboration with other people even easier.

Speaker E

Deeply intuitive and sentimental, Cancer can be one of the most challenging zodiac signs 

to get to know. They are very emotional and fragile, and care deeply about matters of 

their family and home. Cancer is sympathetic and attached to people they keep close. 

Those born with their Sun in Cancer are very loyal and able to empathise with other 

people’s pain and suffering. They are quick to help others, just as they are quick to 

avoid conflict, and rarely benefit from close combat of any kind, always choosing to hit 

someone stronger, bigger, or more powerful than they imagined.

Speaker F

Pisces are more intuitive than others and have an artistic talent. Neptune is connected 

to music, so Pisces reveal music preferences at the earliest stages of life. They are 

generous, compassionate and extremely faithful and caring. People born under the Pisces 

sign have an intuitive understanding of the life cycle and thus achieve the best emotional 

relationship with other beings. Pisces-born are known by their wisdom, but under the 

influence of Uranus, Pisces sometimes can take the role of a martyr, in order to catch 

the attention. Pisces are never judgmental and always forgiving. They are also known to 

be the most tolerant of all the zodiac signs.

Утверждение A B C D E F G

Соответствие диалогу 1 3 1 2 2 3 1

2

Tapescript:

Sheryl: Aren’t you going to our school party, Matt? 
Matt: The one on the 29th? 
Sheryl: Yeah, right after the exam week! It’s usually at the beginning of the month, but 
this year they’ve shifted the date.
Matt: I’ve heard about the party, but I’m not sure if I should go.
Sheryl: This party is going to be one-of-a-kind! You know, they have some musicians 
over every time, and some of them just destroy your ears, but this time it’s gonna be 
different. They are inviting The Jerseys! You can’t miss them! 
Matt: Oh, those pop-rock boys are not my cup of tea, really. Too loud and the lyrics 
don’t make sense at all.
Sheryl: And I love them! Anyway, do you know who is going to open for them? Your 
brother’s band! It’s his first big thing, he’ll need your support!
Matt: How come he didn’t mention it to me?! I’m definitely going then! 
Sheryl: Oh, you gonna have a blast! Just imagine, free food, loud music, and high school 
only. To get in, you will need an invite, and you won’t get one unless you are 16 or 
older! So, no more 5th graders running around screaming! 
Matt: Oh yeah, last year it was a disaster. With high-schoolers and younger kids in one 
room, it was such a mess! What were you saying about the invite, though? Do you know 
how to get one? 
Sheryl: Oh, this is gonna be easy. All you need to do is to get in touch with the president 
of the class.
Matt: Have you already got one for yourself?
Sheryl: Not yet, with all the exam preparation I’m going through. But I was planning 
to do this soon.
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Matt: Shall we go and get them together then? 
Sheryl: Sure thing! I’m happy you’re going! 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

2 1 3 1 2 1 3

3–9

Tapescript:

Presenter: Hello everyone. Today in the studio we have Kate Stanford, who is a specialist 
in a very unusual kind of theatre — the Japanese theatre Noh.
Kate: Hi. In my overview of the world theatrical traditions, I’d like to try to give you a 
general idea of the nature of the Noh theatre of Japan. “Noh” sounds very “zen”, doesn’t 
it? The pleasure of watching a Noh play is in enjoying the quiet, elegant visual and 
auditory beauty of the performance — a concept encapsuled in the Japanese term “yugen”, 
which means something like “profound, elusive beauty”. Noh theatre is structured 
around song and dance. Movement is slow, language is poetic, tone is monotonous, and 
costumes are rich and heavy. Plots are usually drawn from legends, history, literature 
and contemporary events. Themes often relate to dreams, supernatural worlds, ghosts 
and spirits.
Presenter: This sounds fantastic. How do Japanese people define it?
Kate: Noh is a difficult art to categorise, really — it could be described, I guess, as 
a sort of stylized, symbolic drama which is rooted in, based on song and dance, and 
which was formalized some 6 hundred years ago. The Japanese themselves admit that 
only a few of them can now understand the language used in Noh dialogues or, rather, 
monologues, since most Noh plays have only one main character, along with a very 
secondary character and a chorus. The main actor wears one of the very distinctive 
character masks that some of you may have seen illustrated. And it is interesting to 
notice that all performers in Noh are male.
Presenter: How did the theatre come about?
Kate: Well, the history of Noh is well-documented. “Sangaku”, a whole troupe of 
entertainment arts: acrobatics, magic, song-and-dance, juggling arrived from China in 
the 8th century. They were often performed at shrines and festivals, and became very 
popular with the common people. At the same time, a more solemn Japanese native art 
called “dengaku” was being performed at the great Buddhist temples. “Dengaku” had 
developed from harvest rituals and ceremonies. It was supported by the nobility, and 
it also enjoyed great popularity. These two very different kinds of performances were 
brought together in the 14th century by a father and son, Kan’ami and Ze’ami, two 
great theatrical geniuses.
Presenter: Where are the performances held?
Kate: The traditional Noh stage has complete openness. It has no curtains. It has an 
independent roof that hangs over the stage even in indoor theatres. Supported by four 
columns, the roof symbolises the sanctity of the stage, with its architectural design 
derived from the worship pavilion. There are no sets that change with each piece. There 
is only a simple panel with a painting of a green pine tree. This creates the impression 
that anything that could provide any shading has been avoided. Another unique feature 
of the stage is the “hashigakari”, a narrow bridge used by actors to enter the stage. 
“Hashigakari” means “suspension bridge”, signifying something aerial that connects two 
separate worlds on a same level.
Presenter: That sounds very special indeed. What about the costumes the performers wear?
Kate: Noh actors wear silk costumes along with wigs, hats, and props such as the fan. 
With striking colours, elaborate texture, and intricate weave and embroidery, Noh robes 
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are truly works of art in their own right. Costumes for the shite, the main character, in 

particular are extravagant, shimmering silk brocades, but are progressively less luxurious 

for the other characters. The musicians and chorus typically wear formal kimono 

accompanied by a waistcoat with exaggerated shoulders. Finally, the stage attendants 

are dressed in simple black clothes, much in the same way as stagehands in contemporary 

Western theatre.

Presenter: The music plays a huge role in Noh theatre, right?
Kate: It does, surely. Noh theatre is accompanied by a chorus and an ensemble. Noh is 
a chanted drama, and a few commentators have dubbed it “Japanese opera”. However, 
the singing in Noh involves a limited tonal range, with lengthy, repetitive passages in 
a narrow dynamic range. Texts are poetic, relying heavily on the Japanese seven-five 
rhythm common to nearly all forms of Japanese verses, with an economy of expression, 
and an abundance of allusion. Pauses in the music help keep with the other-worldly feel 
of many Noh plays, especially in those characterised as Mugen.
Presenter: By the way, there are two basic kinds – Genzai Noh, which is realistic Noh, 
and Mugen Noh, which is fantasy Noh. Tell us about Mugen.
Kate: In fantasy Noh, the main character is supernatural – a demon, a god, a ghost, or 
something like that. The themes come mostly from classical literature. The most popular 
Mugen is Lady Aoi. Her story comes from the 11th century novel, The Tale of Genji. It 
is a typical Noh — a highly stylized integration of dance, song, poetry and percussion. 
The spoken words are sung in a complex, structured chant. A single instant can go on 
for several minutes. The main actor can put so much energy in his subtle portrayal 
of intense emotion that his heart rate can reach 180 beats a minute, even while he is 
standing still.
Presenter: Thank you, Kate. As I understood, Noh is difficult to perform and difficult 
to understand, but it is well worth your effort to try to appreciate this unique dramatic 
art if you ever get a chance.
Kate: You are absolutely right. It is a must-see.

Текст A B C D E F G

Заголовок 2 5 1 3 7 6 8

10

Пропуск A B C D E F

Утверждение 4 6 3 2 1 5

11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

3 1 4 2 1 3 2

12–18

19–25

19. did not have much 20. drove 21. married 22. built 23. came 24. heard 25. dresses

26–31

26. generally 27. smartly 28. shaggy 29. importance 30. life 31. fashionable



33

32 33 34 35 36 37 38

3 3 1 4 3 2 1

32–38

39
 

Suggested answer:

Tver, Russia

24.02.2018

Dear Jane,

Thank you for your letter. Nice to hear from you again. I’m glad to hear that you 

enjoyed your visit to the zoo.

If my memory serves me well, the last time I went to the zoo was two years ago. The 

most popular animals which you can see in Russian zoos are bears, wolves, foxes, reindeer 

and so on but you can also find some exotic ones such as lions, zebras, monkeys and lots 

of others.

I think that children usually have more fun in zoos than adults because they’re more 

open-minded and it’s more interesting for them to watch different animals’ behaviour.

By the way, what hobby are you planning to take up? Is it connected with zoos and 
animals? Are you going to do it alone or with friends?
Hope to hear from you soon.
Love,
Liz

40

Suggested answer:

In today’s globalised world where travelling is becoming more and more popular there’s 
an opinion that one can forget about one’s own culture while exploring the other. The 
opponents of this opinion, though, claim that travelling can ever help to understand 
one’s own country. Personally, I share the latter point of view.
First and foremost, having grown up in a certain culture you have it inside yourself 
without realising it. Only when you are exposed to a completely different culture, will you 
see what it is that makes your own culture so unique. Furthermore, not only can foreign 
people introduce you to their own country’s traditions, but they may also tell you how 
they see your motherland and your fellow countrymen, which will undoubtedly be of help.
The opponents of my point of view, however, emphasise the importance of exploring the 
culture from the inside, rejecting the possibility to learn anything new while being miles 
away from home.
Notwithstanding the fact that I cannot but agree with my opponents about learning from 
the inside, I adhere to my standpoint. Great though may seem to you understanding of 
your own culture, without knowing the perception of it from the outside it would still 
be lopsided.
To put it in a nutshell, I strongly believe that travelling can help one better understand 
one’s own culture while broadening one’s horizons and showing one everything from a 
foreigner’s point of view.
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Устная часть

2

Suggested answer:

1) Where is the swimming pool located?
2) What are the opening hours?
3) Is there a sauna?
4) What is the price for one month?
5) Are there any discounts for the students?

ВАРИАНТ 8

Говорящий A B C D E F

Утверждение 6 3 1 4 2 7

1

Tapescript:

Speaker A

Empathy is, at its simplest, awareness of the feelings and emotions of other people. It 
is a key element of emotional intelligence, the link between self and others, because it is 
how we as individuals understand what others are experiencing as if we were feeling it 
ourselves. Empathy goes far beyond sympathy, which might be considered “feeling for” 
someone. Empathy, instead, is “feeling with” that person, through the use of imagination.

Speaker B

Daniel Goleman identified five key elements of empathy: understanding others, 
developing others, having a service focus, celebrating diversity, and political awareness. 
Understanding others is perhaps what most people understand by “empathy”: in Goleman’s 
words, “sensing others’ feelings and perspectives, and taking an active interest in their 
concerns”. To understand others, you need to show sensitivity, and try to understand 
their perspectives.

Speaker C

All the emotional skills can be developed, but only if you wish to do so. Some people 
may switch off their emotional antenna to avoid being swamped by the feelings of others. 
For example, there have been a number of scandals in the National Health Service in 
the UK where nurses and doctors have been accused of not caring about patients. It may 
be that they were so overexposed to patients’ needs, without suitable support, that they 
shut themselves off, for fear of being unable to cope.

Speaker D

There is an important distinction between empathy, sympathy and compassion. Both 
compassion and sympathy are about feeling for someone: seeing their distress and 
realising that they are suffering. Compassion has taken on an element of action that is 
lacking in sympathy, but the root of the words is the same. Empathy, by contrast, is 
about experiencing those feelings for yourself, as if you were that person, through the 
power of imagination.

Speaker E

Despite being able to show some signs of empathy, including trying to comfort a crying 
baby, from as early as 18 months to two years, most children do not show a fully 
developed theory of mind until around the age of four. Theory of mind involves the 
ability to understand that other people may have beliefs that are different from one’s 



35

own, and is thought to involve the cognitive component of empathy. Children usually 

become capable of passing “false belief” tasks, considered to be a test for a theory of 

mind, around the age of four.

Speaker F

An increasing number of studies in animal behaviour and neuroscience claim that 
empathy is not restricted to humans, and is in fact as old as the mammals, or perhaps 
older. Examples include dolphins saving humans from drowning or from shark attacks. 
A multitude of behaviours has been observed in primates, both in captivity and in the 
wild, and in particular in bonobos, which are reported as the most empathetic of all the 
primates. A recent study has also demonstrated prosocial behaviour elicited by empathy 
in rodents such as mice and rats.

Утверждение A B C D E F G

Соответствие диалогу 2 2 3 1 3 1 1

2

Tapescript:

Vicky: I’d love to go abroad on holiday next spring. 
Tim: When were you thinking? In April?
Vicky: Maybe. We have two days off work for our national holiday. We could take off 
another three days and go for a week. We could even go for two!
Tim: No, not two. If I take all my holidays in April, I won’t be able to take a holiday 
in summer. 
Vicky: Okay. One, then.
Tim: Where would you like to go?
Vicky: Well, I looked at flights. There aren’t any flights to Greece until May, 
unfortunately. I’d like to go there. But we can fly to Spain quite cheaply. Or we could 
drive to France! 
Tim: I don’t feel like going through all those airport routines, so let’s go for a car trip. 
Where would we stay? In a hotel?
Vicky: I’m not sure. A hotel is fine, but I was thinking about hiring a cottage. The price 
is about the same, but a cottage is more peaceful, and we can cook for ourselves. 
Tim: I don’t actually care where to stay. Why don’t you pick out a few cottages, and 
we’ll choose one?
Vicky: I’ve done that already. Let me show you what I’ve found. There’s this one — it’s 
actually an apartment. It’s inside an old palace in this beautiful historic village in the 
mountains. Isn’t it beautiful?
Tim: It’s quite expensive though. And it has 3 bedrooms. We don’t need that many.
Vicky: I suppose not. Okay, what about this one?  It’s up in the hills. Very quiet and 
peaceful. It has a lovely view, look. And it’s not too expensive.
Tim: That looks nice. It’s quite far from the town, but I don’t mind that.
Vicky: Nor me. I actually like that!
Tim: Let’s book it.

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

1 2 3 3 1 2 2

3–9

Presenter: In a new book, The Growth of Addictive Technology. What Keeps Us Hooked, 
Adam Barnes, a social psychologist, warns that many of us: youngsters, teenagers, adults 
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are addicted to modern digital products. Not figuratively, but literally addicted. He is 

in the studio today. Hi, Adam.
Adam: Good afternoon.
Presenter: What makes you think that people have become addicted to digital devices 
and social media?
Adam: In the past, we thought of addiction as mostly related to chemical substances: 
drugs or nicotine. Today, we have this phenomenon of behavioural addictions where people 
are spending nearly three hours a day glued to their cell phones and have a craving for it 
in the same way they have it for cigarettes. Where teenage boys sometimes spend weeks 
alone in their rooms playing video games. Behavioural addictions are really widespread 
now. A 2011 study suggested that 41 percent of us have at least one. That number is sure 
to have risen with the adoption of newer, more addictive social networking platforms, 
tablets and smartphones.
Presenter: How do you define “addiction”?
Adam: The definition I go with is that it has to be something you enjoy doing in the 
short term, that will be harmful for your well-being in the long term — but that you 
do compulsively anyway. We’re biologically prone to getting hooked on these sorts 
of experiences. If you put someone in front of a slot machine, their brain will look 
qualitatively the same as when they take drugs. We are engineered in such a way that as 
long as an experience hits the right buttons, our brains will release the neurotransmitter 
dopamine. We’ll get a flood of dopamine that makes us feel wonderful in the short term, 
though in the long term you build a tolerance and want more.
Presenter: What advice do you give to parents concerning their children’s use of 
smartphones?
Adam: Many parents of the kids I work with are conflicted about their teens’ smartphone 
use. They appreciate the convenience of having access to their children and the potential 
safety benefits. And, in an age of social media socialization, teenagers use messaging 
apps to stay in touch with friends and make social plans, some of which can be positive. 
Instead of becoming overly fixated on teens’ smartphone use in general, it is advisable to 
think about what are the applications on the smartphone and how is your particular child 
using the applications on that smartphone. However, parents trying to monitor their use 
can still have difficulty distinguishing abusive behaviour from appropriate use, especially 
since teens use their devices for both schoolwork and free time, often simultaneously.
Presenter: What are the signs of such addiction?
Adam: For some teens, the constant potential feedback loop from notifications and messaging 
might create a fear of missing out, or FOMO. And although there is currently no official 
medical recognition of “smartphone addiction” as a disease or disorder, the term refers to 
obsessive behaviours that disturb the course of daily activities. Here are some questions to 
ask: does your teenager’s mood suddenly change and become intensely anxious, irritable or 
angry? Does your teen skip or not participate in social events because of time spent on the 
phone? Another red flag is spending so much time on a smartphone that it affects personal 
hygiene and normal daily activities, most notably, sleep. Lying, hiding and breaking family 
rules to spend more time on a smartphone can be a cause for alarm too.
Presenter: What can parents do to prevent this?
Adam: First of all, make a plan. Taking time to discuss appropriate use, establish 
guidelines and come up with a family agreement before kids get a phone is ideal, because 
it can be harder to put rules in place afterward. Family agreements can include rules 
about when and how the phone may be used, and potential consequences for broken 
rules. Monitoring use for parents of teens who have smartphones, making the effort to 
understand how, where and why kids are spending time on their phone is critical. It can 
be helpful to think about imbalances over a span of time rather than on a single evening 
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or weekend. After all, watching a television series on a smartphone while feeling sick or 
heartbroken isn’t the same as lying about phone use over an extended period of time.
Presenter: Do designers of the new technologies understand what they’re doing?
Adam: The people who create video games wouldn’t say they are looking to create addicts. 
They just want you to spend as much time as possible with their products. Some of the 
games on smartphones require you to give money as you play, so they want to keep you 
playing. The designers will build into a game a certain amount of feedback, in the same 
way that slot machines offer an occasional win to hold your interest and correspondently 
raise their earnings on it. Not surprisingly, game producers will often pretest different 
versions of a release to see which one is the hardest to resist and which will keep your 
attention the longest.
Presenter: Do we need legislation to protect ourselves?
Adam: It’s not a bad idea to consider it, at least for online games, otherwise the consequences 
can be terrible. A Chinese magazine told about a teenage boy who jumped off a roof because 
he had said he wanted to be with the characters in his favourite computer game. The same 
magazine told stories of other children who skip school and go to Internet bars all day. In 
South Korea and China, there are proposals for something they call Cinderella laws. The 
idea is to protect children from playing certain games after midnight. Gaming and Internet 
addiction is a really serious problem throughout East Asia. In China, there are millions of 
youngsters with it, and they actually have camps where parents commit their children for 
months and where therapists treat them with a detox regime.
Presenter: Thank you for such an informative talk.

Текст A B C D E F G

Заголовок 4 3 6 5 2 7 8

10

Пропуск A B C D E F

Утверждение 3 4 1 7 2 5

11
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3 1 3 1 2 1 4

12–18

19–25

19. her 20. replied 21. to give 22. laughed 23. stopped 24. their 25. aren’t you writing 

26–31

26. enable 27. containers 28. mischievous 29. enlarged 30. usually 31. viciously

32 33 34 35 36 37 38

1 2 3 3 4 4 1

32–38
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Suggested answer:

Tver, Russia

24.02.2018

Dear Mary,

Thank you for your letter. Sorry for not writing to you for so long but I was pretty 

fraught this week. I’m glad to hear that you spent a great time in the Gallery.

What about me, I like Art because it helps me express my feelings and thoughts. Our 
teacher takes us to the museums quite rarely and it is usually the museums of arts and 
crafts or those connected with military activities.
Well, I’d like to study foreign languages at the university. I find it really interesting 
and knowledgeable and I hope it will be useful in my future career.
By the way, does your Grandpa live with you? What does he like doing in his spare time?
I’m looking forward to hearing from you soon.
Best wishes,
Bess

40

Suggested answer:

Sometimes people face really controversial situations and they do not know what to 
do. Some of them think it is a good idea to discuss their problems in the family circle 
while others believe it is up to everyone to decide what to do in this or that situation. 
Personally, I share the former opinion.
I do believe that people should discuss all important decisions with their family members. 
First of all, when you share your problems with someone else, you are likely to get a useful 
piece of advice. It will help you find a solution quicker. Moreover, it is vitally important 
to discuss issues which might affect your family members because you cannot make such 
decisions without their agreement. Finally, it is better when you have a variety of solutions 
to choose from. You can think over all pros and cons and decide on the best option.
However, some people claim that nobody can solve your problems better than you yourself, 
so you should not discuss it with anybody else. It is your own business. Sometimes bad 
advice can lead you astray.
Nevertheless, I cannot agree with this point of view. You are not expected to follow 
someone’s advice strictly. You should just listen to others and then make your own 
decision. Sometimes you can be given such extraordinary, but still effective advice that 
you cannot find yourself.
All in all, I firmly believe that discussing your problems in the family circle is a really good 
idea. Eventually, a problem shared is a problem solved, as the old English proverb says.

Устная часть

2

Suggested answer:

1) Are there family-size pizzas on the menu today?
2) Does the topping contain chicken?
3) How much will it cost me? / What is the price of one pizza?
4) Are there any desserts on the menu?
5) Are there any discounts if I buy two and more pizzas?
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ВАРИАНТ 9

Говорящий A B C D E F

Утверждение 2 4 6 1 3 7

1

Tapescript:

Speaker A

Women throughout history put their health at risk with many of their home-made 
cosmetics. In some cultures, for example, women used arsenic, lead, mercury, and 
even leeches to give themselves the pale appearance deemed beautiful in the old days. 
Thankfully, we’ve come a long way from the days of using toxic and deadly mixtures 
to enhance our looks.

Speaker B

Various products have different shelf-lives. For example, stored away from heat, 
foundation can remain stable for up to a year. If you have sensitive or acne-prone skin, 
don’t dip your finger into the bottle. Lip gloss and lipstick are less likely to grow bacteria 
than liquid-based make-up. It’s safe to hold on to them for at least 6 months and the 
lipstick for a year. As for the powder, unless you notice a funny smell or that the colour 
has changed, you can safely use powder-based products for 18 months to 2 years.

Speaker C

Early 20th century was without a doubt dawn of the modern cosmetic industry. Rise of 
film, photography, fast communications, countless innovators, and support from large 
industrialists managed to introduce cosmetic products to every household in the western 
world. During the first few decades of 20th century, cosmetic companies (many who would 
soon become international powerhouses) introduced solid lipsticks, lip gloss, mascaras, 
eyeliners, suntans, hair colours, gels and powders of all types. New international fashion 
moved rapidly after 1930s, introducing new styles with each passing decade.

Speaker D

During the 1900s, the lower classes were labourers who spent the majority of their 
time outdoors working in the fields or selling their wares. As a result, they usually had 
tanned skin. A pale complexion came to symbolise a gentrified or an aristocratic person 
who did not have to work for their income. Make-up of the 1900s consequently sought 
to emulate this pale appearance.
Speaker E

The cosmetic routine at this time involved a simple powdered face, a bit of colour to the 
cheeks, and darkening eyelashes with burnt matches. Coloured petals or wet red tissue 
paper were used to colour the lips. With the movie industry boom, Hollywood began 
having a huge impact on popular cosmetics in the 1920s. Make-up artists of popular 
actresses dramatically influenced how the public used make-up, and it was at this time 
that big names such as Max Factor rose to prominence. Designers followed Hollywood’s 
lead, and Coco Chanel popularised a now classic look: dark eyes, red lipstick and a suntan.

Speaker F

In 2010s, contouring began taking the make-up world by storm. Several other more 
short-lived trends were born out of this, such as glowy highlighters to accentuate the 
high points of the face. The early decade’s “erased-mouth” and pale pink lipsticks were 
replaced by matte red and brown by 2017, as sported by celebrities such as Taylor Swift 
and Rihanna. Unlike in previous decades, excessive use of fake-tans has dropped in 
popularity. In late 2016, minimalist make-up looks and “dewy” natural skin saw a surge 
of popularity among young people, especially in New York City.
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Утверждение A B C D E F G

Соответствие диалогу 2 3 1 1 3 1 1

2

Tapescript:

Rob: Hey, Mary! Look at you, you are beaming! Is this your puppy? 
Mary: Cute, isn’t he? His name is Rich and I can’t take my eyes off of this little fellow. 
We took him from a pet shelter a couple of days ago, the one next to the Market Square, 
you know?
Rob: Oh I see. Have you been planning to adopt a dog for a long time? Is it some special 
occasion or anything? 
Mary: You see, my sister had her birthday the other day and I thought of a dog as a 
gift! I thought it could be a good chance for her to learn how to take care of someone! 
Rob: You bet! Looking after a pet teaches you loads of things, like, off the top of my 
head, responsibility. It might be hard, though. It’s not just a toy, it’s a new family 
member, you know ...
Mary: I’m sure it won’t be! My sister is more careful and organised than I am, so she will 
handle this just fine. You should have looked at her when she saw Rich – she couldn’t 
believe her eyes! 
Rob: Of course she couldn’t! Is it your first pet? 
Mary: Actually no. When I was 11, I talked my parents into buying a fish tank, as 
anything else was out of the question. So, we are used to looking after fish, haha!
Rob: My parents were against us having any pets at first, too, but I kept asking them 
every day and one day they gave in. On the New Year Eve, my father came into my 
room and said: this is your new friend! And I’ve been happy ever since!
Mary: Lucky you! My parents would have never let me as our flat wasn’t spacious enough. 
But now, luckily, we have moved to a bigger apartment and there is enough room for 
everybody! 
Rob: Good luck with your new friend! 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

3 1 3 2 2 2 3

3–9

Tapescript:

Presenter: Say “North Pole” and most people will think of Santa, but did you know that 
the region is a hotbed for international intrigue? Or that it has a special connection to 
the unicorn? Here are several facts about the most mythical place on Earth from our 
guest-speaker Tom Blake. Hi, Tom.
Tom: Hello, everyone. There’s more to the North Pole than just snow and Santa. Ever 
since it was discovered by Robert Peary, Matthew Henson, and four Eskimo companions 
back in 1909, the North Pole has been a place of international intrigue. Did you know 
several countries are now fighting over vast underground oil reserves in the Arctic 
Circle? You can go see for yourself with expedition voyages or even spend the night in 
a hotel made entirely of ice – try the Ice Hotel in Jukkasjärvi, Sweden, or stay overnight 
at the Aurora Ice Museum in Fairbanks, for a unique twist on the average igloo. There 
are some more facts, about the North Pole that may surprise you.
Presenter: I have recently come across the fact that there are two North Poles. Is it a 
joke?
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Tom: Unlike the South Pole, which lies over the continent of Antarctica, there is no 
land beneath the North Pole, but more of a floating Arctic ice sheet that expands during 
colder months and shrinks to half its size in the summer. To complicate things even more, 
there are two different definitions of the North Pole. The first is the north magnetic 
pole, which is, quite literally, a magnetic phenomenon which changes daily depending on 
changes under the Earth’s crust. Additionally, there is a north terrestrial pole, which is 
the fixed point that references the top of the Earth. Regardless of how you define the 
North Pole, global warming continues to be a problem here – as the polar ice caps melt, 
the sea levels rise, eliminating the land that polar bears and other wildlife depend on 
for survival.
Presenter: You mentioned summer and winter months. Do seasons change in the North 
Pole?
Tom: Just like everywhere else on Earth, the temperature varies here depending on the 
time of year. In July it’s actually freezing –32 degrees. If that gives you the shivers, 
brace yourself. Temperatures in February drop to 30 degrees below zero. The amount of 
light each day depends on the time of year, too. Alaska as well as Norway and other 
Arctic Circle countries each face six months of broad daylight and six months of almost 
total darkness because of the angle at which this top portion of the Earth receives 
sunlight. However, it is not the coldest place on Earth.
Presenter: Isn’t it?
Tom: No, it isn’t. It might come as a shock, but even with temperatures with a high of 
just –32 degrees, the North Pole is not the coldest place on Earth. The South Pole is 
(in winter average temperatures reach –76 degrees). Unlike the North Pole, the South 
Pole sits on top of a thick sheet of ice, which in turn sits on top of a piece of land –
Antarctica. At more than 9,000 feet above sea level, Antarctica is also the world’s tallest 
continent. The North Pole, on the other hand, is made up of a thin Arctic ice sheet that 
sits a foot above sea level – a fact that allows the landscape to absorb heat from the 
surrounding Arctic Ocean.
Presenter: It is not very suitable for living. What animals can survive there?
Tom: While the conditions may be considered too tough for most humans, there are 
native Inuit tribes living in northern Canada and Alaska. The outer reaches of the Arctic 
Circle are a great place to see polar bears in the wild. Keep an eye out for other Arctic 
dwellers like Orca, Humpback, and Beluga whales, the arctic fox, and reindeer. This 
isn’t the only place to see reindeer in the world; a reindeer herd in the UK inhabits the 
Cairngorm Mountains of northern Scotland. One animal you won’t see in the North Pole 
is the penguin. They live in the South Pole. However, several species of flying penguin-
like birds can be seen in the Arctic Circle.
Presenter: As I know, Santa Claus is not the only legendary character in the North Pole?
Tom: No, he is not. Did you know that the creature that inspired myths about unicorns 
comes from the North Pole? The narwhal, a small whale that lives in the chilly waters 
of the Arctic Circle, has a 6-to-10-foot long tusk, a trait that earned it the nickname 
“unicorn of the sea”. Back in the 16th century, they were often believed to possess 
magical powers that could be used to cure diseases. Demand was high, and legend has 
it that Queen Elizabeth I shelled out 10,000 pounds to get the tusk of the narwhal. 
Nowadays, narwhal populations are on the drastic decline, due to hunting. Peoples use 
the meat, tusks, and vitamin C-rich skin in their everyday lives. That threatens their 
population.
Presenter: Do many children think that Santa Claus lives in the North Pole?
Tom: Shh! Don’t tell the kids, but Santa’s Workshop isn’t really in the North Pole – it’s 
in Finnish Lapland. You can visit Santa Claus Village in the Finnish town of Rovaniemi 
year round, send letters to and from his post office, and spend time exploring Santa 



42

Park, a series of Christmas-themed caves. If Finnish Lapland seems a little out of reach, 

Santa also has a satellite workshop in the holiday-themed town of North Pole, Alaska. 
If you would rather write to Santa than visit his workshops, the US Postal Service will 
postmark letters from Santa Claus as long as they are received by December 10th each 
year. Simply mail your letters to North Pole Postmark Postmaster, 4141 Postmark Drive, 
Anchorage, Alaska with “Santa, North Pole” marked as the return address.
Presenter: I will certainly do it next year. Thank you for staying with us, Tom.

Текст A B C D E F G

Заголовок 8 4 2 3 5 7 1
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Пропуск A B C D E F

Утверждение 5 2 1 7 4 6
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19. lives 20. sleeping 21. are disturbed 22. eating 23. services 24. to minimise 25. allowing 
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26. mysterious 27. different 28. disappearance 29. popular 30. loss 31. writer
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32–38
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Suggested answer:

Tver, Russia
24.02.2018

Hi, Emily,
Thank you for your letter. Nice to hear from you again. Wish you good luck in your test!
As for me, I’m not good at spontaneous speaking so I prefer written tests. They give 
you more time to think and answer properly. To get ready for a test I usually revise the 
most difficult material and pay attention to the tasks which are more likely to cause me 
troubles. For me, the best way to prepare for tests and exams is revision. I don’t try to 
learn something new on the night before an exam. I just try to sum up and repeat what 
I’ve already known.
By the way, what tourist attractions would you like to visit in Paris? How long are you 
planning to stay there? Are you going there with your family or friends?
Hope to hear from you soon.
Love,
Lisa
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Suggested answer:

Hardly anyone would opt for serving in the army unless the evasion was punishable. 

Nevertheless, there are those who consider some time in the army necessary not only for 

men, but also for women. I do believe they fail to take into account some indispensable 

aspects.

First and foremost, numerous scientific breakthroughs are yet to be made. In my opinion, 

some people are far better at mental tasks than at manual ones. Hence, the military 

service appears a waste of time for a vast majority of people. Another compelling 
reason is that the modern army tends to be condemned as profitless for people of both 
genders as the need for soldiers have dropped sharply recently. I do also believe that the 
commonplace notion of army being a cruel and dangerous place holds water.
On the other hand, however, there are those who claim that the army fosters determination 
and will power. According to them, it is beneficial for both mind and body and should 
be made compulsory for everyone.
Nevertheless, as far as I am concerned, these people have not yet woken up to the fact 
that the army does provoke violence and cruelty. To my mind, the best qualities of people 
should be revealed peacefully and not in the military service.
All things considered, I reiterate my opinion that serving in the army is not up to 
everyone. In my opinion, it is high time it was made voluntary.

Устная часть

2

Suggested answer:

1) Are business lunches available?
2) Are there (any) chicken dishes on the menu?
3) How much does a business lunch cost?
4) What are the opening hours?
5) Are there any discounts for the students?

ВАРИАНТ 10

Говорящий A B C D E F

Утверждение 2 1 4 5 6 3

1

Tapescript:

Speaker A

You might be amazed, but today there are thousands of great, downloadable podcasts 
produced every week. What is more astonishing, a 2014 study by Edison Research, 
showed that 39 million Americans listen to podcasts every month, enjoying six shows 
per week, on average. So, if you’ve been ignoring podcasts, you’re not just missing out, 
you’ve been shunning an entire medium full of great content. And if that makes you feel 
dumb, this part will really embarrass you: almost every podcast available is completely 
and totally free to you, the listener.

Speaker B

While podcasts can technically be videos, they are mostly audio files, much like music 
MP3s. (In fact, many podcasts actually are saved as MP3 files, but casual listeners 
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don’t need to worry about technical details like these. In terms of content, they cover 
everything from music to comedy, though typically the programmes sound like radio 
talk shows. As varied as reports from inside the locker room, snappy self-improvement 
ideas, and off-beat analysis of historical events, the medium offers something for every 
listener, whether you’re into cooking or cars.

Speaker C

So, who are the personalities behind the podcasts we listen to? Since there’s no 
professional or financial barrier to producing these shows, everyone from kids who used 
to record audio with tape decks in 1980s to the public radio professionals are making 
them. Podcasts have also helped aspiring creatives become stars. For instance, stand-up 
comedian Marc Maron was relatively unknown for years before his podcast became a 
success. Each week, as he held intimate conversations with other comedians in a studio 
in his garage, his popularity grew. Now he has his own television show, and his podcast 
is one of the most popular downloads on the web.

Speaker D

“Podcast” is a portmanteau word, formed by combining “iPod” and “broadcast”. The 
term “podcasting” as a name for the technology was first suggested by The Guardian 

columnist and BBC journalist Ben Hammersley, who invented it in early February 2004 
while writing an article for The Guardian newspaper. Other names for podcasting include 
“net cast”, intended as a neutral term without the reference to the Apple iPod. This 
name is used by some shows. Some sources have also suggested the backronym “portable 
on demand” or “POD”, for similar reasons.

Speaker E

A podcast novel (also known as a serialized audiobook or podcast audiobook) is a literary 
format that combines the concepts of a podcast and an audiobook. Like a traditional 
novel, a podcast novel is a work of long literary fiction; however, this form of the novel 
is recorded into episodes that are delivered online over a period of time and in the end 
are available as a complete work for download. The types of novels that are podcasted 
vary from new works from new authors that have never been printed, to well-established 
authors that have been around for years, to classic works of literature that have been 
in print for over a century.

Speaker F

Some social groups use collaborative podcasts to support multiple contributors podcasting 
through generally simplified processes, and without having to host their own individual 
feeds. A community podcast can also allow members of the group (related to the podcast 
topic) to contribute to the podcast in many different ways. This method was first used for 
a series of podcasts hosted by the Regional Educational Technology Centre at Fordham 
University in 2005. Anders Gronstedt explores how businesses like IBM and EMC use 
podcasts as an employee training and communication channel.

Утверждение A B C D E F G

Соответствие диалогу 3 1 1 2 3 2 2
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Tapescript:

Liza: Colin, do you know that Italian family mom and dad met in Italy last year?
Colin: Yeah, the Cattalloni family.
Liza: That’s right. Anyway, they’re coming to stay for about a month. They haven’t been 
to England before, so mom wants us to help plan a really good week for them. Can we 
give her some suggestions?
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Colin: Well, they must spend a day in London seeing the most famous places like 

Buckingham Palace and the Tower of London. Perhaps they could go on one of those 

open top buses and see everything from there?
Liza: That’s a great idea! Do you think that the children will like that?
Colin: How old are they?
Liza: One’s eleven and the other’s nine.
Colin: That should be OK then. What about a trip to the Natural History museum in 
Hampton on another day?
Liza: Oh, I find Natural History museums so boring. I don’t think any of them would 
like that.
Colin: Well, I think most people find museums boring but it’s what people do when they 
visit another country, isn’t it?
Liza: Not necessarily. They might want to do more outdoor activities or perhaps go to 
some shows or something.
Colin: I know there is a big open-air jazz festival in Norwich. Do you think they’d like 
that?
Liza: That sounds better. What about taking the kids windsurfing as well? I think they 
might enjoy that, don’t you?
Colin: Fine. And what about tennis? Do you think we could still get tickets for the open 
tennis competition? There are some famous players there this year.
Liza: I’m sure we could, but I wonder if the family likes tennis.
Colin: I don’t know … So let’s just write a list of all the things they could do, then get 
mom to phone Mrs Cattalloni tonight. The family can talk it over and then phone back 
if we need to book anything.
Liza: Brilliant! Let’s start the list.

3 4 5 6 7 8 9
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Tapescript:

Presenter: We all need friends. We always have. Our ancestors found getting the basic 
necessities of life was easier in a group. But can you have too much of a good thing? 
And in the studio we have a psychologist Jerald Butler telling us if we can have real 
friends online.
Jerald: According to evolutionary anthropologist Robin Dunbar, 150 is the largest 
number of people you can share trust and obligations with. This value is known as 
Dunbar’s number. It is thought to be a cognitive limit to the number of friends we can 
maintain, not the number of people we know. People can boast thousands of “friends” 
on Facebook, but Dunbar would say that it is impossible to feed and nourish all these 
relationships.
Presenter: Some people have hundreds of friends on social media …
Jerald: Social networking sites such as Facebook have changed the landscape of friendship. 
There may well be limits to the number of people we can keep a quality friendship with, 
the type of friend we phone for advice and help. Yet how many of this number could 
become your support in your hour of need? I can give you the example of Simone Black, 
who announced on Facebook to her 1,080 friends on Christmas Day: “Home alone, fell 
and broke my leg”. There were 150 online responses, including mocking and bickering. 
No one, even who lived nearby, tried to help her or called 999.
Presenter: It sounds terrible indeed. Why is it hard to give a definition to the word 
“friend” nowadays?
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Jerald: Part of the problem is that the meaning of the word “friend” remains somewhat 
unclear. While one person regards a friend as “someone who provides emotional support 

both ways”, another considers a friend “someone whose life has crossed mine”. Dunbar’s 

number might broadly describe the number of people with whom we share trusts and 

obligations, but it may underestimate the number of people with whom we might associa-

te – whether sharing a drink with someone at the water cooler, or a glass of wine at 

your sister’s wedding. Our circle of associates includes work colleagues, people we meet 

at parties, in the pub, on the train to work.

Presenter: So, does that mean “the more friends the better”?
Jerald: The difference in definitions of friendship often boils down to a question of 
needs. For some, friendship is all about affiliation – the need to have a large number 
of positive connections. For others, friendship is more about intimacy – the need to 
have a few warm, close relationships. Having lots of affiliates does have its advantages. 
You can easily find, say, a travelling companion. It makes travels more random, more 
interesting. While both affiliation and intimacy are rewarding, in the long run, quality 
makes a bigger difference than quantity. Research suggests that people who choose to 
stick with a few close confidants in youth are better adjusted by middle age than those 
who need to be in friendly relations with many.
Presenter: Having Facebook friends and relying on their reaction can be harmful at 
times. Is it so?
Jerald: Sure, it is. Social networking is a minefield for those with a strong need to 
affiliate. While it opens the opportunity to connect with the multitude, it also invites 
the possibility of rejection, where people can be “defriended” by existing connections, or 
friendship requests can be turned down by prospective ones. People who need to affiliate 
are more likely to find these rejections particularly crushing. Some people find that 
social networking contributes to a sense of loneliness and inadequacy. People say: “If I 
post something and no one responds, I feel sad and lonely”.
Presenter: How different is the attitude of younger and older generations to having 
Facebook friends?
Jerald: Degrees of comfort with using Facebook as a forum for friendship depend on 
your generation. In one camp are “digital natives” – those born during or after the 
introduction of digital technology. They grew up with mobile phones, emails, blogs. In 
the other camp are “digital immigrants”. They were born before the advent of digital 
technology, and are likely to have adopted it. They include the “avoiders”, who are 
suspicious of most social networking sites. “Digital immigrants” also count among their 
number the “reluctant adopters” who are likely to go on Facebook because they feel they 
have to, but try their best to avoid it.
Presenter: What are the benefits of having friends? Are there any? Or does it mean only 
mutual responsibility?
Jerald: Social bonds reduce the risk of disease by decreasing blood pressure, cholesterol 
and heart rate. A lack of close confidants is as harmful to your health as smoking or 
being overweight. Indeed, people without friends are more likely to die younger. Not 
only do friendships prolong our lives, they make us happier, too. People who are socially 
active are less stressed and depressed – they also tend to feel better about their lives 
and who they are. It is estimated that by 2020, one billion people will be on Facebook. 
Whether you use it or not, it’s worth remembering, friendship is about seeing eye to 
eye, not counting heads.
Presenter: Thank you. Now I am off to check the list of my Facebook friends …
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Suggested answer:

Tver, Russia
24.02.2018

Hi, Ronda,
Thank you for your letter. Sorry for not writing to you for so long but I was very busy 
with my homework. Don’t worry, I’m sure you will like your first flight.
What about me, I’ve already flown by air many times. It’s my favourite means of 
travelling. Planes are so fast and comfortable that I really enjoy each flight.
Well, I really like spending my free time with my parents. We have so much in common 
so we always have a great time together.
By the way, what is the title of the film? What genre is it? What is it about?
I’m looking forward to hearing from you soon.
Best wishes,
Ron

40

Suggested answer:

It goes without saying that a teacher plays a vital role in the educational process. Some 
people think that teachers should be strict and exacting in order to make this process 
more effective, while others argue that it’s better to be prepossessing to spark the 
interest in the subject. As for me, I think a teacher should instil respect and a bit of 
fear to the students.
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To begin with, it cannot be denied that discipline in the class has always been part and 
parcel of teaching. It allows students to concentrate on their work and pay attention to 
the teacher, without getting sidetracked by secondary matters. Apart from this, students 
are bound to have a responsible attitude towards their homework. Not only will they 
just do it, but they will also make efforts to do it properly for fear of being punished.
On the other hand, some people claim that excessive severity can have a negative impact 
on student’s mind, leading to anxiety and stress.
Nevertheless, I disagree with this opinion, if a student does his best, there will be no 
need for him to worry.
To sum up, I firmly believe that it is a good idea for a teacher to be both exacting 
and prepossessing, but there is certainly no room for back-slapping in the relationship 
between a student and a teacher.

Устная часть

2

Suggested answer:

1) What are the dates for the departure?
2) Is breakfast included?
3) Can I buy tickets online?
4) How many city tours do you provide?
5) Are there any discounts for students?

Test 1, Task 2

Иллюстрации к разделу «Устная часть»
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 Test 1, Task 3
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Test 1, Task 4

Test 2, Task 2
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Test 2, Task 3
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Test 2, Task 4

Test 3, Task 2
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Test 3, Task 3
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Test 3, Task 4

Test 4, Task 2
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Test 5, Task 3
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Test 6, Task 3
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Test 6, Task 4
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Test 7, Task 3
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Test 7, Task 4

Test 8, Task 2

1

2



63

Test 8, Task 3
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Test 9, Task 3
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Test 9, Task 4
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